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For the Utica Christian Repository. (tem of doctrine which would amount 
oN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF BLIEEVERS: || to a justification by the deeds of the 
MESSRS. EDITORS, law: the other was, that his feelings 

In a former communication, I ex- || appeared to be cisturbed by such eX 
pressed my approbation of the plan of |} pressions as are ‘requently used in 
your work, to admit of candid discus- |} prayer, when, t.c. aght they need not 
sion. I still think such a publication |] be, seeing such expressions, or others 
may be very serviceable to the cause |} t© the same amount, were found in the 
of truth; but it is somewhat liable to || word of God. The reasons why I 
abuse. There is danger that uacan- |j feared the “Inquirer” was about to 
did discussions will find theit way in- |j embrace a system of legal justi. “on, 
tosuch a paper. There may be also || were these: ii 
some danger, that antagonists will This declaration of his; “i found 
draw out their discussions to an unsuit- || it very difficult to see any propriet: 
able length, until they have exhausted |} 0 speaking of God’s looking upon be- 
the patience of their readers. Against lievers only through Christ, and ace 
these evils, the editors of such a peri- || C& pting and approving their best exer: 
odical work must assiduously guard. sans for Christ’s sake.” 

The discussion, which has occupied a 
considerable number of your pages, on 
the subject of the ri ohte -OUSNESS of be- 
lievers, and on that ‘al the righteous- 
ness of Christ, has, I trust, hitherto 
deen carried on with the spirit of can- 
dor. Certainly I have observed no- 
thine of a contrary spirit in my friend 
the ‘Inquirer.’ ? The subject of our 
discussion is one of primary impor- 


This declaration concerning the 
sasaieatie of the father of the faith- 
ful, viz. “His faith held the same piace 
in the matter of his justification, that 
righteousness would have held, if he 
had been justified by the law.” From 
this and other things which he said 
about the imputation of Abraham's 
faith for righteousness, in distinction 
from that righteousness on which faith 
relies for acceptance, I was led to un- 
derstand him to hold, that “the righ- 
teousness of faith,’ by which the be- 
liever is justified, meant farth itself. 
Putting these things toget ther, I thought 
his scheme must make the personal 
doings of the believer, whether con- 
sisting in faith or its fruits, or in both, 
the matter and foundation of his jus- 
tification, as much as sinless obedience 
was the matter of justification to crea- 
‘tures who had never transgressed. 
| With respect to this point, which } 
considered of great consequence, mY 
mind has been much relieved by his 


The hope that some additic nal light 
miy be reflected, which will be useful 
to all your readers, as well as to bring 
me and the “Inquirer” into a more 
perfect harmony of sentiment, has in- 
duced me to send you a few more 
thoughts on the subject. They are 
committed to your disposal by your 


riend, SILVANUS 
There were two things which led 

me to attempt an answer to the diffi- 

culties which were at first suggested by 


the “Inquirer.” The one was, that | 
eared he was about to embrace a sys- 
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subsequent communication, in which || | be a propitiation, through faith in his 
he says; “I do not understand by ‘the || blood, to dectare his righteousness fy 
righteousness of faith,’ that faith is that || the remission of sins which are past: 
righteousness. When I spoke of faith || through the forbearance of God; ty 






















































rif holding the same place in the matter | | declar e, I say, at this time his righ 

i of justification now, that perfect obedi- || | teousness; that he might be just, aud 

{ ence would have held in justification | the Justifier of him that believeth i, & |; 

' by the moral law, I did not mean that | Jesus.” er 

faith perfectly fulfils the new law, just | To give my views of the necessity HH I 

as perfect obedience did the old.” It |! and use of the atonement, it will be i 

vives me pleasure to find, that on this peennaet to make a few prefatory ye. I ; 

important point the diflerence is ms marks. 1. If the Creator sees fit to i 

great as I apprehended, if indeed there || give existence to moral agents, that js, Hy 

be any difference at all. When mere || creatures who are capable of knowing I i 

. explanations will bring controversial- |! | that they have a Creator, and of know. 
ists together, it is very desirable that || ling the difference between moral 00d 

they should be made. | and evil, it is necessary that such crea. && |; 

The other object of my former com- tures should be placed under moral & i 

munication, namely, to convince my | law. ‘The irrational part of creation & 4} 

iriend the “Inquirer,” that he had no ! is governed by natural laws, but is in. & } 

reason to be so disturbed with those | capable of being influenced by require. & s; 

expressions frequently made use of in || ments and prohibitions, rewards and ¥ ¢] 

prayer, of which he complained, it | penalties. But the rational part of cre b 

seems did not prove successful. From || ation is capable of being influenced by  s 

his last production I should draw the | | these. There is no truth more evident I ¢ 

conclusion, that it would still tend to | to our minds than this; that a wise I 9 

interrupt his devotions, should he be H and holy God would not produce a ra: i et 

present where such expressions as the tional creation without putting it under I h 

following were to be nsed in prayer: : a moral law. Indeed it is impossible, & }; 

‘Clothe us with the Saviour’s right- | in the nature of things, that sucha i |, 
eousness;”—*‘let his perfect righteous- creation should exist and yet not be 

ness be imputed to us.”—**We cannot | under moral obligation. It is clear s} 

Bl A answer the demands of the law; let us |! from the Bible, that all mankind, i n 

ae be accepted in Him, who took our || whether favored with the light of reve- & [i 

place and bore the curse of the law || lation or not, are under obligation to J « 

tor us.” Now petitions thus expressed obedience. is 

would not offend me,though I am incli- | It is manifest that the rule of con- & te 

ned to think, that my views of the de- || duct which is revealed in God’s word: I by 

sign of the atonement ere not essential- particularly in the ten commandments, J al 

ly different from those of my brother. || and which is diffused through all the JJ w 

To me the great design of the atone- || precepts of this holy book, is a perfect & «; 

ment is as clearly exhibited in the | rule. It is evident that a God of inf ia 

three following passages as any which | nite perfection must make such a law, [fm 

now occur to my mind: The first is || and no other. This law requires eve- J th 

Isa. 42.21; “The Lord is well pleased ry creature to be right, and that to per- JB th 

for his righteousness sake, he will mag- || fection. And if right to perfection, he & « 

nify the law and make it honorable.” || must of ne cessity be perfectly amiable I 

The second passage is Rom. 8. 3; ]in himself, and useful to his fellow ri 

“For what the law could not do, in || creatures. ; by 

that it was weak through the flesh, God | The law of God necessarily in- BH 

sending his own Son in the likeness of | cludes sanctions. By means of this, Bm 

sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin || law differs from mere counsel and ad- J in 

in the flesh.” The other is Rom. 3. || vice. Perfect obedience to the law of Bas 

25, 26; “Whom God hath set forth to || God insures his favor, and disobedi- IR fe 
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ithe law, which shall be equivalent to 


ence incurs his displeasure. Ohey, 
and live; disobey, and die; is the 
“me of the divine law. 

. The law of God is infinitely wor- 
a of being respected and honored. 
It deserves all possible respect from 
every intelligent being in the universe. 
It is the foundation of divine govern- 
ment. It must be supported, or the || 
throne of God is overturned. "Tt must | 
be supported, or a holy and blessed | 
universe cannot exist. If this founda- 
tion were to be destroyed, what could 
ihe righteous do! 

‘Creatures honor and respect the 
law as they ought, by rendering a per- | 
fect, unremitting obedience to it. God | 
the great Lawgiver honors and respects | 
his law, as it becomes him, when he | 
smiles on the obedient and frowns on 

| 
| 
| 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the disobedient. God put honor on 
his law in the view of the intelligent 
system when he cast the rebellious an- 
gels down to hell; and when he drove 
our first parents out of Paradise. ‘The |, 
eternal King will put the most public | 
honor on his law atthe last day, when | 
he shall sentence the wicked to ever- 
lasting punishment. 

With these remarks before us, we | 
shall be prepared to see what is the |} 
necessity and use of the atonement.— | 
Ifthe law system, or legal covenant | 
oes into fi ll exec ution, an atonement 
is not neededs for the law fully execu- 
ted, either in a perfect obedience, or 
by the infliction of the threatened pen- 
alty, will secure its own honor. But 
when the law is transgressed, there 
ran be hope for transgressors only by 
ueans of an atonement. Something 
must be done to support the honor of 











‘heir enduring the curse of it; else the 
yood which they receive by being par- 
doned will turn out to be a public det- 
iment. This thing, f conceive, is done | 
by the mediation and death of Christ. 
His mediation and death will have a 
most powerful, extensive, and lasting | 
mfluence in the divine government;— | 
as great and salutary as would be ef- | 
fected by the infliction of punishment | 
* transgressors. The death of the | 
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| Son of God, in cornexion with his ho- 


ly life, answers all those ends which 
are pointed out in the three passages 
which have been quoted above. This 
infinite and immaculate sufferer mag- 
|| nified the law and made it honorable. 
|| When he was manifest in the likeness 
| of sinful flesh, he condemned sin. He 
declared the righteousness of God, 
so that now God can be just in the 
view of the whole intelligent system, 
and at the same time be the justifier 
of him that believeth in Jesus. 

The atonement speaks in a language 
as loud, as distinct, and as impressive 
as the miseries of hell,—That sin is 
exceedingly sinful, yea, infinitely odi- 
ous in the view of the Supreme King; 
that he hates it as much when he for- 
| gives it as he did when he forbade it; 
and as much when he forgives, as when 
he punishes it with an eternal imprison- 
ment in hell. In the same impressive 
manner does the atonement declare, 
jor it is the fixed purpose of the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
never to repeal nor abate his law. The 


| agonies of Gethsemane and the dying 


groans of Calvary, proclaim to the 
inhabitants of heaven, earth, and hell, 
| the immutability of that law, which 
commands every rational creature to 
love the Lord his God with all his 
heart, and his neighbor as himself; 


| threatening eternal death to the least 


disobedience. 

The glory of God consists in his 
moral perfection. This glory he de- 
clares, and must declare in all his 
works. If his works did not bring 


| his moral perfection, that is, his holi- 


ness, into view, they would gm apt 
him: for a God who is not holy and 
righteous can havenoglory. ‘The di- 
vine glory displayed, is the foundation 
of all holy, and of all desirable enjoy- 
ment among created intelligents. If 
God could do any thing, the tendency 
of which was, on the whole, to dimin- 
ish the evidence of his righteousness, 


or moral perfection, he would greatly 


mar the happiness of holy creatures. 
He therefore owes it to himself and to 
his friends. to keep up the manifesta- 
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tion of his righteousness in all that he || 
does. | 

Although our powers of mind are || 
very limited, we are not incapable of | 
making the discovery, that benevo- 
fence is a glorious attribute, and that | 
it has a peculiar lustre when exercised | 
towards enemies; and that merciful 
feelings must be essential to the char- 
acter of Him whose name is love.— 
Neither is it difficult for us to perceive, 
that it is very desirable, both as the | 
glory of the Creator and the happiness | 
of his creatures are respected, that | 
these merciful feelings should be ‘man-| 
ifested in showing mercy to ill-deser- 
ving objects: and no other objects can 
receive mercy. But here a difficulty 
seems to arise:—If God should show 
mercy, his righteousness as a Law giv- 
er and Moral Governor will suffer a| 
dreadful eclipse. This seeming diffi- | 
culty, however, is removed by the in- | 
terposition of an infinite Redeemer, | 
who atter laying down his life as a sac- | 
rifice for sin, makes intercession for the | 
transgressors. Him God hath set forth | 
to be a propitiation, to declare hs 
righteousness for the remission of sins. | 
This it is true is not distributive justice. 
If distributive justice were in every | 
case absolutely necessary, then no 
place could be found for the display | 
of mercy, which all must perceive is an | 
interesting branch of benevolence. 

God does not punish the transgres- | 
sors of his law because he feels mai 
cious towards them. ‘This would be } 
inconsistent with the benevolence of | 
his nature. He punishes to give sta- |, 
bility to his law, to support his charac- 
ter as Governor of the universe, and 
to promote obedience and blessedness 
in the intelligent creation. Now these 
purposes are answered to perfection, 
by his setting forth his Son as a propi- 
tiation for sin, to declare his al 
ness, This removes the eclipse which 
the display of mercy would otherwise 
have brought on the Sun of righteous- |) 
ness: and not only so, but it greatly | 
augments the splendor of his beams.— | 
In the wonderful work of redemption, 
the Holy One of Israel declares to the |, 
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| created universe his righteousness... 


| isshed on us abundantly through Jesus 









He declares it not in words only, by 
in actions;—in sufferings also, even the 
sufferings of his well beloved Son, who 
thought it not robbery to be equal wit) 
the father. With this declaration oj 
his righte ousness, God appears just in 
the view of the whole inte lligent sys. 
tem. He makes it as evident, as it cap 
be made, that he has an unbounded re. 
gard to his law, as the immutable rule 
of righteousness; and that he has ap 
infinite abhorrence of sin, which is a 
transgression of this law; while at the 
same time, he graciously pardons and 
brings into favor the transgressor who 
exercises repentance towards God and 
faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is in view of the mediatorial sys. 
tem,—this new method of magnify ing 
the law and making it honorable; oj 
condemning sin, and declaring the 
righteousness of God, that mere Vv ‘flows 
down to our fallen world. It is in 
view of this, that the Spirit is sent te 
convince of sin and of rightcousness 
and of judgment. If any of our fallen 
race are renewed in the temper of their 
minds, it is the fruit of the Spirit, which 
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Christ our Savior. Tit. 3. 6— fw 
Those who are renewed exercise a re 
pentance which needeth not to be re 
pented of; but it is for Christ’s sake 
alone that they obtain the forgiveness ol 
their sins. “God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven vou.” Eph. 4, 32. It 
is wholly in this new and living w ay, 
that the saints have access to God.— 
Their most spiritual sacrifices are ac- 
ceptable to God, (or accepted of God,) 
only through Jesus Christ. As they 
are forgiven for Christ’s sake, so are 
they kept from falling out of respect 
to him; therefore they are said to be 
preserved in Jesus Christ. Jude, ver. 
1. Divine mercy has but one chan- 
nel in which to flow, and that is the 
atonement, that astonishingly great 
and glorious declaration of the right- 
eousness of God. 

It is as clear as noon-day light, that 
it is not in the power of any atone- 
ment to take away from sin its evil ne 
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‘ure, or from the sinner his ill-desert. || less listen with candor and patience to 


An atonement may be such as to take | the remarks of one who feels a deep 
away necessity and obligation ram solicitude for your welfare and success: 


the Supreme Lawgiver, to treat the | 
siuner according to his ill deserving | 
conduct. {t is equally clear that one 
who becomes a substitute for sinners 
and makes an atonement for their sins, 
with a view to glorify God, honor the 
law, and confer a benefit on the ill de- 
serving, can not by this means become 
in fact a guilty ill deserving character. | 

If these are your views of the na- 
ture, necessity, and de sign of the atone- 
ment, the “Inquirer” will say, why do 
you not uniformly represent it in this 
manner? I answer, it has not been my 
intention to give any different represen- 
tations. The doctrine may be presen- 
tel to our view in a variety of ways 
which are not contradictory. My | 
grand reason for making use of a va- 
rietv of expressions in relation to the 
atonement, and particularly of such as 
to the “Inquirer” appear improper, is 
thiss—TI think If find this variety to oc- 
cur in the scriptures, and even such ex- 


pressions as seem to justify the use of | 


But I | 


those, of which he complains. 
have not now time to say all which J 
wish on this interesting subjéct. If 
the Editors should see fit to insert 
what I now send them, it is my design 
hereafter to pay more particular atten- 
tion to the “Inquirer’s” last communi- | 
cation. In the mean time I would so- 


| 
| 


' 


\ 
I 
| 
; 
| 
! 


i 


‘unto thee.” 


in the employment of God. 
| who has called you from the world, to 


Aware that you are now exposed to 
many temptations and dangers, I can- 
‘not discharge a duty which I owe to 


conscience and to you, without giving 


| 


you such hints of caution and advice 


'as my limited reading and observation 
‘can furnish. 


The first thought to which I would 
call your attention is one which I pray 
‘that you may never forget. You are 


It is He 


take the charge of his flock. You 
will therefore feel your obligation to 
take your orders from Him, and not 
lean to your own understanding, or be 


governed by the caprice of men. Re- 
/member that you are to give an account 


of your stewardship to Him, and not 
to man. So doing, you will feel the 
importance of taking ‘heed to his word. 
You ought to be thankful that He has 
marked out your duty so plain, and 
given directions so particular, and 
adapted them to every situation in life. 


Think often of the solemn charge from 


God. “Son of man, hear what J say 
You have also the exam- 


| ple of the Lord Jesus Christ and his 


those examples. 
|| tures your chief study, always remem- 


You will do well to follow 


Make the holy scrip- 


apostles. 


| bering they are the word of God and 


licit the prayers of every reader, that || are “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 


the result of this discussion may be, to 


for correction, for instruction in right- 


promote clearer views of that salvation eousness, that the man of God may be 
which is not by the deeds of the law, || perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 


out by faith in Jesus Christ. 


—=ttt=— 
To the Editors of the Utica Christian Repository. 
The following is a letter written by a Lay- || 
an, to a soung gentleman recently licensed 
0 preach the gospel. [f vou think it would 
e interesting to any of your readers, it is at 
sour disposal. G. 


LETTER TO A YOUNG PREACHER. 


My Dear Friend, 

As you have recently been called to 
ne of the most interesting and res- 
onsible employments, you will doubt- 


| good works.” Pray without ceasing. 


‘It is the life of the christian. Prayer 
| has a prevailing influence with the De 
'tyto induce Him to bestow blessings 
|upon the church. Jacob wrestled with 
| God and prevailed. All the Prophets 
| & Apostles who fed the flock of God in 


| ancient times were eminent for prayer. 
The Son of man prayed often to his Fa- 


| 


|ther. Keep yourself in the love of God. 
There is much pertinency in the say- 
ing, bad as the world is, respect is paid 
to virtue. It is impossible to acquire 
and maintain influence without piety, 
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and, generally speaking, those who 
have the most piety will eventually 
have the most influence. ‘Take heed 
to your example. 
be fatal to your reputation. - It will | 
set the seal of hypocrisy on whatever 
you may say. Your conduct will be | 
watched with a discriminating eye by 
the wicked, and if you are a faithful 
steward, they will seek for opportuni- 
ties to betray you. Studiously avoid | 
speaking to the disadvantage of others. | 
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| 
IF 
| 
| 


| 





| position to holiness. 
} 


In doing jj, 
you will be wise to regard the charg, 
to Timothy. “I charge thee therefore 


An error here may || before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 


| who shall judge the quick and the dead 
| at his appearing, and his kingdom, 
Preach the word.” Make use of the 
language which the Holy Ghost hath 
dictated, and do not think God j 
ashamed of his character as described 
by himself, the insinuations of the wick. 
‘ed to the contrary notwithstanding — 





| 


Think not that it is a sufficient excuse | Do not rob Him of half his glory, by 


that you can prove what you say.— 
Rather follow the precept and exam- 
ple of the Lord Jesus. “Resist not 


evil, but whosoever shall smite thee on | 


thy right cheek‘ turn to him the other 
also.” And if vou are reviled, revile 
not again. It is by disobeying this 


keeping hid his sover eignty and his | Jus: 
tice. Hold up the law of God, whic) 
requires sinless perfection, on pain of 
eternal death, as a rule which all both 
saints and sinners are bound to obey 
from the heart. Preach the great doe. 

trine of atonement, on which the whole 


precept, and slighting this example, | scheme of the gospel turns.  Shov 


that somany young men have made 
shipwreck of their usefulness. Be not 
too confident of your opinion in mat- | 
ters of expediency. Imitate the exam- 
ple of the apostle Paul who conformed 
to the manners and customs of the dif- 
ferent nations among whom he was 
called to preach. But take hecd that 
you donot make right and wrong a 
matter of expediency. He who sells 
his conscience for favor, will not be 
likely to be esteemed. 
mind is indispensable to the ps acne ns 
of public confidence; and without the | 
confidence of your people, your preach- |! 
ing will be useless. 

“There is much truth in the old say- 
ing, men love the treason but despise 
the traitor. If you have no firmness 
to stand alone, but comply with every 
one’s opinion, your own opinion will 
have little weight. 


Firmness of 


| 


| 


Remember that the object of preach- | 


ing is not to please the imagination of 


your hearers, but to save their souls. | 


Strive to be a practical preacher.— 

Bring clearly into view those funda- 
mental and penetrating truths, which 
warm the bosoms of the friends of God, 
and cut the wicked to the heart. Hold 
up to view clearly the true character | 


of God, which never fails of making ! consciences of your hearers. 


sinners fee] their enmity, 


that Christ by his “obedience unto 
death,” “magnified the law and made 
it honorable,” so as to render it consis. 
tent for God to forgive sinners; but 
did not satisfy its demands, so as to 
release mankind from obligation. 
Bring into view the character of 
man, as-it is by nature. Show that 
before regeneration, men are enemies 
to God and under his wrath and curse; 
that their depravity does not consist in 
ignorance, but in enmity. ‘That they 
are of their father the Devil; having 
| both seen and hated both Christ and 
|his Father. Contend for the doctrine 
| of regeneration: :-—That men must be 
born again; and that this change is a 
voluntary turning from sin to holiness, 
fromenmity to love. Call on sinners 
to repent and believe the gospel with 
the heart; to make themselves new 
hearts, and be holy; and not with an 
unholy heart to use means to become 
holy, which is as absurd as unscriptur- 


al. 


1 Strive to be a plain, discriminating 


| preacher, and preach so as to be un- 


| derstood. Endeavor to impress and 
| penetri ite the minds of your hearers 
with the truths you teach. Always 
apply your discourses to the hearts and 


There 


guilt and, op- '! is a power in divine truth, when so ar- 
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lied, which will make men feel. In || practical preachers. Many preach 
order to penetrate the minds of your | about faith, about repentance, and 
jearers, you will find it necessary to | about regeneration, without calling up- 
jescribe their characters. It was af- || on their hearers to “accept the punish- 
ter he had described their characters, || ment of their iniquity,” to “make 
that the persucutors of Stephen were || themselves a new heart,’ and ‘be _per- 
cut to the heart and gnashed upon him | fect as their Father in heaven is per- 
with their teeth. | fect.” 

But I proceed to mention some of || Such being the state of things when 
ihe temptations and dangers to which || you are called to feed the flock of God, 
you areexposed. You are called into ) you will need the caution, “beware of 
the field of our Lord at atime when |; men.” ‘Their example will have a 
itis infested with tares. The Socini- || powerful tendency to corrupt your vir- 
an and Arminian heresies have ac- | tue, and lead you astray from the path 
yuired an astonishing influence in the || of duty. And from the history of 
church, for a few years past. There | what is past,you have reason to expect 
is little respect for the bible among ma- || that men will use poszizve endeavours 
ay professing christians at the present || to make you like themselves. Human 
jay, especially when it comes in con- ee is alike in all ages, and when 
tact with their feelings. It is consid- || the churches are corrupt they will not 
ered by many, as a kind of seconda- || endure sound doctrine. Corrupt men 

| 





ry rule, which may be explained away, || do not like to hear their hope tried by 
or disregarded, and their own experi- || the word of God. ‘They cannot bear 
ence or feelings set up as the highest || to be thrown into the hands of a holy 
authority. A spirit of spurious cathol- || God, who hath mercy on whom he 
icism, Which looks with equal eye on || will have mercy, and hardeneth whom 
truth and error, has penetrated almost || he will. ‘They wish never to have 
every church, and destroyed that no- || his character described in such offen- 
ble zeal for the truth which character- || sive language as the bible uses; and 
sed the church in her better days, and | especially can they not bear to hear 
which supported the martyrs amidst fr equent exhibitions of it. You must 
he flames. Scarce any thing is re- || expect a general cry from the people, 
varded as fundamental in religion now || as_ of old, ‘Speak unto us smooth 
except a hope. And this corruption || things, get you out of the way, turn a- 
a doctrine is attended with corruption || side out of the path, Cause the Holy 
n practice. Churches are now taking |; One of Israel to cease from before 
their bosoms, men of corrupt senti- us.” ‘The polite will flatter you with 
uients, or hurrying members into their |} compliments, and the rich will try to 
wody with little regard to their senti- || bribe you with their wealth. The 
ments. These will ere long disturb || crafty will try to make you believe 
weir repose and call down the wrath | that you can do more good by a little 

tan offended God, who is jealous for |) compliance with the taste of the peo- 
lis truth avid has commanded his ser- || ple; and others may treat you with 
\ants to contend earnestly for it. Ev- || peculiar respect and flatter your vani- 
‘ty christian grace is counterfeited at || ty. These will probably be some of 
ie present day, and easily passes with | the means which will be used to draw 
ve credulous for true religion. It is a || you from the path of duty. There- 
me of deep declension, in which the || fore I repeat the caution of our Lord, 
ible is not only disregarded, but the || “Beware of men.” Suffer not your- 
‘postolic mode of preaching is disre- | self to be corr upted by example, byi in- 
varded too. It is very fashionable to || trigue, or by interest. And if these 
breach, without defining terms, ,explain- | means should fail to make you like 
ng doctrines, ar applying any thing.— || themselves, you must expect that pee 
There are many historical but few ' ple will use means to get you removed 
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from among them. And if the more 
gentle means are inefiectual, the more 
violent will be used. They will re- 
sort to slander and falsehood to destroy 
your influence and character. ‘Take 
heed, therefore, to keep your charac- 
ter above their reach; and then be not 
terrified by their threats. Follow 
closely the word of God, and the ex- 


ample of Christ and the apostles, and | 
you have all the promises of God on | 


your side. Hear the command and j) 
the promise of God to an ancient 
teacher, and through him to all who 
are called to feed his flock. “Son of 
man, go, get thee unto the house of Is- 
rael, and speak with my words unto 
them. Behold I have made thy face 
strong against their faces, and thy 
forehead strong against their foreheads. 
As an adamant harder than flint have 
I made thy forehead. Fear them not, 
neither be dismayed at their looks, 
though they be a rebellious house.”— 
Hear the promise also to Jeremiah.— 
“Be not afraid of their faces; for I am 
with thee to deliver thee, saith the 
Lord. Behold I have made thee this 
day a defenced city and an iron pillar 
and brazen walls against the whole | 
land, against the kings of Judah, a- 
gainst the princes thereof, against the 
priests thereof, and against the people 
of the land. And they shall fight a- 
gainst thee, but they shall not prevail || 
against thee; for I am with thee, saith 
the Lord, to deliver thee.” The same 
promise is repeated by the Saviour.— 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all na- | 
tions, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the | 


Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe | 
all things whatsoever I have command- || 
And lo! I am with you al- | 


ed you. 
way.” ‘These promises are doubtless 
conditional; and accordingly, we find 
these words addressed to Jeremiah;— 

“Thou, therefore, gird up thy loins, 
and arise and speak unto them al/ that 
{ command thee. Be not dismayed 
at their faces, lest I confound thee be- 
fore them.’  Disobedient and un- 
faithful minisiers, so far from having 
the pramises of God on their side. have | 





‘| reason to expect his frowns. Accord. 
ingly we find this declaration to the 
corrupt priests in the days of Malo. 
chi, “Therefore, have I also mag, 
you conte emptible and base before || 
the people, according as ye have no 






























rr the 
kept my ways, but have been partial Hi — 
| in the law.” If, therefore, you would  yic 
} have the protection of heaven, the J jer 
' comfort of aclear conscience, and the Hi 


' esteem of all good men, you must not 
shun to declare the whole counsel of 
God. And in the darkest time you 
will have this consolation, which the 
world can never take from you, that 
your preaching will be “unto God, a 
sweet savor of Christ, in them that 
are saved and in them that perish.” 
Do you say, Iurge you to a course 
of labor that will bring in its train a 
scene of trials, persecution and pover- 
ty? This is precisely what you ar 
| taught toexpect. Our Lord forewam- 
ed his disciples that “in the world they 
should have tribulation.” And Paul 
‘in his charge to ‘Timothy repeated the 
| same truth. ‘Yea, and all that wil 
| live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suf 
|| fer persecution.” But remember, this 
' course will be the only one in which 
i vou have reason to expect the favor o! 
}Ged. And if “God be for you, who 
i 
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‘an be against you.” If the ood 
Shepherd is “with you always,” you 
‘need not “fear what man can do.”"— 


‘ 


| * Tis favor ts life, and his loving kind: 
. ‘7 48 ” 
| ness is better than life.’ 
1 


Your sincere friend, §. C. 
— bps 


' 
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\|| To the Editors of the Utica Christian Repository. 

1 ~ ° 

The following letter was written by a Lady, 


belonging to the Episeopal church, to a fe- 


male friend, for the use of a Gentleman 
who had imbibed the notion that the two 
sacraments were not of divine institution. 
I have thought it might be useful to others 
who have doubts on that subjeet, and take 


the liberty of sending it for insertion in the 
| Repository. Jj. §. 


ON THE CONTINUANCE OF THE SACRAMENTS 


Dear ¢ 
The thongh of submitting my poo! 
lines to the criticisms of such a chat- 
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,cter aS you name, would at once, formularies co-existent with the sect. 
nave palsied my hand, did not my sub- | Here we find that such was the zeal to 
ect present and even urge upon me, | strip even matter itself of form; to 
ich advantages as are calculated to | spiritualize and render invisible even 
spire the most feeble pen. Having | the personality or manhood of Christ; 
chen before me a theme so interesting | as well as the characteristic lineaments: 
—a field so ample in its range, and || the priesthood and sacraments of his 

rich in testimony, feeble as I am I en- | body, the church, such their zeal for 
er, submitting myself, in the fear of || ' the “hidden Christ,” the “light with- 
Him, for whose institutions I plead, | in;” that they actually denied the out- 
0 the candid and dispassionate con- | | ward Christ and gravely contended 
clusions of the Inquirer. I say dispas- | | that the gospels were a mere alligori- 
ionate, for I would here premise that || cal history of Christ in the mind, and 
om me are not to be expected those || that his miracles are the sy mbolic nar- 
extravagant and enthusiastic eens ration of the progress of the divine 
which characterize the writings of light within!” Strange gospel this! 
But these absurdities, among modern 
Quakers, have much subsided. ‘Their 
rigid discipline,” says an able historian, 
“their systematic education, their grow- 
ing intelligence, and perhaps we may 
add, the waning fanaticism of the sect, 
udgment are principally concerned. have all contributed to repress original 
\ot to charge upon Robert Barclay, re extravagances.” Hence Barclay, who 
in toto, the eccentricities of his fore- || is found in the middle region, express- 

| 
| 





ed to inflame the passions while the 
understanding remains uninfluenced, 
but simply a few sober facts, with 
which, as it respects drawing conclu- 
ions therefrom, the understanding and 


lathers, we will, for a moment, listen || ed himself, on these subjects in terms 
‘0a distinguished reviewer of the life || of ambiguous import, while others still 
of Wm. Penn, in which he thus speaks |) later, have indeed acknowledged their 
of ‘Barklay’s apology for the Quakers.’ || conviction that the zeal to denounce all 
With regard to this work, whatever || exterior in religion, is not ‘according to 
may be its other pretensions it has || knowledge,’ and themselves now prac- 
mail claims to the character of impar- || tically admit the necessity of some 
‘ality. It is not even a dry ex-parte || outward corrective to their “hidden 
statement, but the work of a dexterous || revelations; some sensible ordeal by 
dvocate. On some fundamental te- || which the spirits may be tried.” They 
nets of the gospel, where the Quakers | now yield to none, in active efforts to 

re suspected of heterodoxy,it is silent. | make known unto all nations the writ- 
ia points where their heterodoxy | tenword. “They have toiled,” writes 

1 


| 
| 


| 
} 
s avowed, the amount of it is conceal- | the historian, “through the night of 
‘d by an apparently designed obscuri- || danger and sufiering to effect this, and 
y of statement. Such is the caution || deserve in the highest to partake its 
‘mployed by the apology, and others || triumphs and to be had in remem- 
of the same time, that, after no small brance wherever the Bible is either 
pains, much use of spectacles and | wanted or known.” Hence we de- 
much consumption of oil, we cannot |, duce their actual consciousness of the 
‘ven now pronounce, w hether, when || | danger of exalting, as a standard of 
they affirm the “Divinity of Christ,” | judgment, the “licht within” above 
they mean to speak of Him as a di- Michie written revelation of the will of 
vine person; or, merely as a quality || God. Their appeal is now, with us, to 
{the God-Head. From this general | the law and to the testimony; this “sure 
obscurity of Barclay, however, (not to || word of prophecy.” “If they speak 
arraign much that is “explicit and truly || not according to the words of this 
eae in his fifteen propositions; ) | life, there is no truth in them.” Here 
*e ave relieved by a reference to seas | then is my resort—the written rord: 
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and since I have brought my Quaker 
Friends with me, to this same uner- 
ring touch-stone we will proceed hand 
in hand to the investigation of its testi- 
mony. “No prophecy or declaration 
of scripture” says St. Peter, “is of any 
private interpretation.” ‘Those pro- 
phecies came not, in old time, by the 
will of man; but holy men spake or 
wrote, as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.” 2 Pet. 1.20,21. Thence, 
saith St. Paul, ‘‘all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God; and is profita- 
ble for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteous- 
ness.” 2 Tim. 3. 16. I have been 
more explicit on this part of my sub- 
ject, because, if we admit the divinity 
of the scriptures, which none, I be- 
lieve, among us now, save the Deist, 
denies, the divine origin and con- 
stitution of the sacraments, indisputa- 
Dly follow. This is an inevitable con- 
sequence, wheiher we are willing to 
admit it or not. If one is the work 
of priestcraft, the other assuredly must 
be, likewise. If one is of divine ori- 
ein, the other must also be. Hence, 
my appeal to the written word. May 
we be instructed from this treasure- 
house of divine wisdom! May we 
search the scriptures, and with a good 
understanding! They are able, saith 
the beloved brother Paul, to his son 
Timothy, “to make thee wise unto 
salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.” 2 Tim. 3.15. Lord, 
open thou our eyes, that we may be- 
hold the wondrous things of thy law! 

From your communications, dear C. 
f notice several facts, requiring proof; 
and errors, refutation: all of which, 
however, resolve themselves into one, 
and may be substantially considered 
under this general head, viz: Christ 
Jesus, the Son of God, the Eternal 
Word, made flesh and dwelling a- 
mong us in the form of man:—did in? 
stitute the two sacraments, viz: Bap- 
tism, and the Supper of the Lord.— 
Consequently, they are not unnecssa- 
sy—not the work of priestcraft. 

That Christ instituted a church on 
earth, is beyond controversy. “He lo- 


of the Sacraments. 


| ved the church, and gave himself fo, 
| it.” Eph. 5. 25. “And the Lordad. 
ded unto the church daily, such ag 
| should be saved.” “'Then they that 
| gladly received his word, were bapti- 
: and the same day,” by this means, 





“were added unto them,” that is, the 
church, “three thousand souls.” Aerts 
2.41—47. This church is a visible 
kingdom. It is the body of Christ— 
“'The church which is His body.” Eph, 
1. 22, 23. “For His body’s sake, 
which is the church.” Col. 1. 24. Now, 
that the very body of Christ was visi- 
} ble; composed of sensible, corporeal 
|| members, we infer from Luke 24, 39, 
‘Behold my hands and my feet, that 
| itis I, myself: handle me and see; for 
| a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye 
| see me have.”—Let the Quaker shoy 
tome how the soul or spirit of a man 
| can exist, in this world, without a bo- 
| dy, and then, and not till then, can | 
| conceive how the church, in its inward 
_and spiritual part, can exist without its 
| visible characterestic lineaments and 
| features. “Upon this rock,” saith 
| Christ, “will I build my church, and 
| the gates of hell shall not prevail «- 
| gainst it.” Mat. 16. 18. Even “upon 
| the foundation of the apostles and pro- 
'| phets, Jesus Christ himself, being th 
| chief corner stone.” Eph. 2. 20. “Be. 
| hold [ lay in Zion, for a foundation, 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corne! 
| stone, (here is Christ the chief corner 
'stone,) a sure foundation.” Isa. 28. 16. 
| As in every visible body there are 
icertain lineaments, features and prit- 
| ciples of operation, by which that body 
| is designated, and animated; and strip- 
ped of which, as to all sensible recog: 
| nition, it must become no body at al. 
'so, in the church, God hath set first,@ 
| postles; secondarily,prophets; & thirt- 
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| 
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ly, teachers.” 1 Cor. 12. 28,—and for 
what? “For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry. 
for the edification of the body, that 's, 
the church of Christ.” Eph. 4. 1* 
What is the work of the ministry unt 
which the apostles &c. were ordained: 
Hear their commission, ‘Go teach all na 
tions, baptizing them in the name of th" 
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iather, and of the Son, and of the Holy |) word—be instant in season, and out of 
Ghost.” Mat. 28.19. This is the great || season,” &c. 2 Tim. 4. 2. “O Tim- 
conunission, & this commission was de- || othy, keep that which is committed 
signed to be perpetuated unto the end | unto thy trust.” 1 Tim. 6.20. “Now 
of time. ‘Lo, 1 am with you always, || then we are to oe for Christ, 
even unto the end of the w orld.” This | as though God did beseech you by us, 
promise was given to an apostolic and || we pray you, in Crist’s stead, be ye re- 
divine commission, for no one person | eonciled to God.” 2 Cor. 5. 20. 

could claim a promise commensurate | Of actual obedience to this divine 
with time. And this injunction has | commission, the Bible is full. We 
been faithfully observed, in every age || will notice only a few particulars. In 
of the Christian world. The work of || Acts 2d chap. Peter taught and bap- 
| 
i> 
t 





ihe ministry has been executed—both || tized,—Philip preached and _ baptized 
ihe sacraments used as the very pledges || with water. Acts chap. 8. Acts 10; 
of redemption and grace. The sacra- || “At the preaching of Peter, the Holy 
ment of baptism, as the means of ad- || Ghost fell on those who heard.”? Was 
mission into the visible church, was || water baptism, therefore , unnecessary? 
practised at the express command of | Hear him immediately inquire, “Can 
Christ, under apostolic sanction, and || any man forbid water, that these 
has been perpetuated in every age of || should not be baptized, who have re- 
the christian world, even till now.— || ceived the Holy Ghost as well as we?” 











“Such has been the wisdom, and such || Now Peter spake by inspiration of 
the will of God,” says bishopGriswold, || God, and “he commanded that they 
“trom the commencement of his gos- || should be baptized in'the name of the 
pel covenant, confirmed in Christ, and || Lord;” from verse 44. Christian 
sacramentally sealed to our spiritual || baptism again performed in the name 
Father Abraham.” See Rom. 15. 8. || of the Lord, Acts 19. 5. I could 
Let the Quakers show when this come || multiply texts without end, but, for any 
mand of Christ, which effectually su- || unprejudiced mind, I must think the 
perseded all Jewish observances, and || above sufficient. 
fixed forever upon them, the prohibi- Barclay, in his 10th proposition, 
tion, “touch not, taste not, handle not,” || asserts that “all true ministers are or- 
&e. I say, let ‘thes chew when this | || dained, prepared and supplied, by the 
command ceased to be obeyed, or by light of God in their hearts; (invisible 
what means it has been superseded, | 'commission, and invisible ministers, 
and I yield the point. | must they not be?) and that those who 
The sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- have this authority, ought to preach, 
per, was instituted for the after obser- |! though without literature.” So sensi- 
vance of christians, as commemora- || ble, however, have modern and more 
tive of his death and sufferings, even ' intelligent Quakers become of the fal- 
until his second appearing in judg- || lacy of this principle of their oracle, 
ment; and not until the very night in || that now, as a body, they do not per- 
= he was betrayed. My appeal || mit any one, who may think himself 
lor the truth of these assertions, is, first, | prepared and ordained by the invisi- 
to apostolic testimony and usage, uni- || ble light of God in the heart,to preach, 
versallys second, to the record of eve- || without previously having received 
ty succeeding age—the faithful history | what is subst: untially, a visible ordina- 
ot the times, from that period when || tion; viz. permission of the appointed 
Christ first snctieuned his church, even || elders. That the Quakers are con- 
unto the present day. But we will at- | trolled by, and subjected to, human 
tend a little further to the work of the appointments, and visible regulations, 
ministry. “Preach good tidings unto || is evident from facts, Barelay’s 11th 
- ae bind up the broken hearted,” | proposition notwithstanding; else how 
. See Isa, 61. 1,2. “Preach the | | happens it, that every individual in a 
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Quaker meeting, should assemble for | 
worship, and depart from the place of | 
meeting at the same time. How hap- |, 
pens it, that, invariably, while enga- | 
ged in worship, a signal from the el- | 
ders should be necessary to intimate, | 
that the moment for suspending the 
worship had arrived? From my own 
personal observation, can aver that | 
this is done, with as much mechanical | 
regularity, and I have no reason to | 
doubt, but with as /itt/le immediate in- |; 

| 


| 


spiration from on high, as our minis- 
ters regularly pronounce the conclu- 
ding benediction! Because, the Bible 
shows that the form or visible part, is | 
not all of baptism, Barclay, in his | 
12th proposition, would infer, that 
there shouldbe no form at all. We will | 
apply this reasoning to another sub- | 
ject. “The kingdom of heaven is not 
meat and drink.” Rom. 14.17. Are 
meat and drink, therefore, to be disu- 
sed by the subjects of that kingdom? 
The very fact, that the Corinthians 
partook of the elements of bread and || 
wine, in the Lord’s Supper, without | 
discerning the Lord’s body therein, | 
and that “some were hungry, and oth- |) 
ers drunken,” over the sacred feast, 
proves that those memorials were tn- |, 
deed bread and wine—matter, and not |, 
spirit. That the best things; the most | 
spiritual and divine, may be abused, | 





we have only to notice Heb. 10. 29. 

In Barclay’s 13th proposition, we | 
read, “Seeing the communion of the | 
body and blood of Christ, is but a | 
shadow, it ceases with those who have | 
the substance!” Now this seems to 
be making the Lord’s Supper an anti- | 
eipative, instead of a commemorative | 
rite,which [ am neither about to prove, | 
nor admit. That the sacrament of 
bread and wine is of divine appoint- | 
ment, instituted as a memorial of the | 
body of Christ broken, and his blood | 
shed in atonement for our sins, scrip- 
ture most fully declares. That this | 
may appear, a few texts will suffice. | 
“And he took bread and gave thanks || 
and brake it, and gave unto them, say- 

ing, this is my body, which is given 

for you; (1 am that bread which com- 
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eth down from Heaven,) this do in j¢. 
membrance of me. Likewise, also, the 





























cup,” &c. Luke, 22. 19, 20. In the 
20th chap. of Acts, we find St Pay Hd 
commemorating the Lord’s Supper, i ( 
in obedience to divine injunction. «| J , 
| speak as to wise men, judge ye wha Mm é 
[ say. ‘The cup of blessing which we I , 
bless, is it not the communion of the I p 
blood of Christ? 'Thebread which we I 
break, is it not the communion of the I \ 
body of Christ?” 1 Cor. 10. 15, 16, Hf 
“And they all continued steadfast in Hy 
the apostles’ doctrine, and fellow ship, I c: 
_ and in breaking of bread, and in pray. tt 
ers.” Acts 2.42. In the 11th chap. n 
of Ist Cor. St. Paul expressly declares Hi th 
| —“I have received of the Lord, tha HJR 
which [I have delivered unto you, viz, I (: 
that in the same night in which he was HH ty 
betrayed, he took bread,” &c. “after Hp: 
| the same manner, he took the cup al. pl 
so,” &c., “saying, this do ye, as oft as Hi ar 
ye shall drink it in remembrance o/ HH i 
me; and as oft as ye do this, ye do Hm 
show forth the Lord’s death until he Hap 
come,” trom verse 23. Now this com Sur 
ing of Christ, is, indisputably, his se- Hi be 
cond coming in judgment, and not as Hea 
| the Quakers say, “until his coming by I Jo 
spiritual illumination in the heart,” for Har 
this was said unto his real disciples, Hine 
| In whose hearts he had long before ap. ¥ wc 
peared, and in whom he was already HM ne 
formed the “hope of glory.” ‘This 
saying,” says Dr. Scott, “is a striking HJ pe 
instance of perverse ingenuity, in de- Hpr 
fence of rooted prejudices.” Christ Hjwi 
said to that commission given to the Mita 
apostles, to be transmitted by them to Heii 
others, and the authority of which, in to 
part, was to administer the sacraments, Jas 
“Lo! [ am with you always, even un- JB ow 
to the end of the world.” How, then, a \ 
can this observance ever cease with *L 
christians? How can the injunction of Het 
Christ, “Do this in remembrance ol JB th: 
me,” tally with Barclay’s representa- Bre 
tion? Do we remember anevent, only Bot 
before it has happened? I must be al- Bm: 
lowed to think, and also, to express my §*/ 
opinion, that my friend Robert Bar- Bof 
clay, and all who have embraced his Bsa 
Su 


sentiments, have greatly, have lament 
ably erred. 











| 














nre. ‘he church considers the sacra- { 
,the HE ments only as “gener ally necessary to 
1 the HH salvation, and that it is possible, 
Paul HM through the uncovenanted mercy of 
per, Me God, without water baptism, for sine 
“| HJ ners to be saved. Thus the scripture; | 
what “He that believeth and is baptized, | 1 
h we Ml shall be saved, but he that believeth |) 
* the HM not, shall be damned.” It is not “He ! 
h we MM that is not baptized shall be damned.” | 
f the HJ Now if this baptism in scripture, signi- | 
, 16, # fel the baptism of the Spirit only, as | 
st in MM the Quakers say, without which none | 
ship, fH can be saved, the language would be 
ray. thus: “He that believeth not and is 
hap. HH ni baptized shall be damned.” Here | 
lares # then, is the outward form in baptism, | 
‘that J Robert Barclay’s opinion, notwithstan- | 
, viz, Ming. But, as it respects the possibili- | 
was Mi ty of our being saved without water | 
after MB baptism, living as we do, amid the } 
p al- privileges of the gospel dispensation, 
ft as Hand of the christian church, it is not | 
e oi Mor us to presume upon uncovenanted | 
e do mercy. In the Bible, we find water, | 
il he HJ and the spirit, the power, and the form, | 
com @Munited in baptism. “Except a man 
S se Mi be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
ot as MB cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 
g by MB John, 3.5. Again, Titus 3. 5.; “Ye 
” for Hare saved, not by works of righteous- | 
ples, HB ness, which ye have done, but by the 
2 ap: HB vasiing of regeneration, ‘and the re- 
eady MB vewing of the Holy Ghost. | 
This The sacrament of the Lord’s sup- | 
king @iper, being commemorative and not 
1 de- HM preparatory, whoso partaketh thereof, 
hrist M without sensible gratitude, true repen- | 
) the Hance and faith, so far from being ben- || 
m to Melitted thereby, “eateth and drinketh |) 
n, in HF to himself damnation.” “In such only, || 
ents, Has worthily receive the same,” saith || 
) un our 25th article, “the sacraments have || 
hen, a wholesome effect or operation.”— | 
with “Let a man examine himself, and _ so |) 
n of let him eat of that bread and drink of | 
e ol Mthat cup.” &c. 1 Cor. 11. 28. The || 
nta- Mreason then, why the sacraments are 
only Hof no good influence on the lives of 
e al- many who observe them, is evident. 
smy Their heart is not right in the sight 
Bar- of God.” The sacraments are not 
his @sanctifying, in themselves considered, 
jent- But emblematical only, the one, of that 
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| in that sacrament, was not ri: 


| because 


/ mon meal. 


| professing christians, 


_ believe? 
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grace which does sugetity, the other, 
gratefully onepaneres of dispositions 
that are sanctified. Simon Magus, after 
his baptism, was pronounced to be “in 
the gall of bitterness, and in the bonds 
of iniquity”. Why? Because his heart 

a with 
God. Acts8. 21. The Corinthians 
came together to the Lord’s supper, 
not for the better, but for the worse, 
they did not discern the 
Lord’s body therein,—they were car- 


nal, and partook of that sacrament— 


those blessed memorials! as of a com- 
And, itis for want of spi- 
ritual discernment, that now, among 
in a spiritual 
sense, “so many are weak, and sickly, 


-and so many sleep!” 1 Cor. 11. 30. 


‘That we may be benefitted by baptism, 
we must come to that ordinance, exer- 
cising “repentance, whereby we for- 
sake sin; and faith, whereby we stead- 
fastly believe the promises of God, 
made to us in that sacrament.” “Re- 
pent and be baptized.” “If thou be- 


| lievest with all thy heart,thou mayest” 
| &c. “But,” 


says my friend, ‘with all 


| these dispositions, surely, water bap- 


tism is superfluous and unnecessary!” 
So said not St. Peter, “Can any man 


forbid water, that these should not be 


| baptized, who have received the Holy 
| Ghost?” What were those exceeding 
| great and precious promises made to 
_ that sacrament, and in which we are to 
Was it unnecessary that 
Christ should be baptized of John, in 
Jordan? Is obedience to the institutions 
of heaven unnecessary? Mistake not, 
respected Inquirer, for even “thus, it 
becometh ws, also, to fulfil all righteous- 
ness.” ‘To come to the Lord’s sup- 
per with acceptance to God, and ben- 
efit upon our own hearts and lives, we 
must “examine ourselves, whether we 
do truly repent of our sins, have a 
lively faith in God’s mercy, through 
Christ, a thankful remembrance of his 
death, and are in charity with all men.” 
Do you say here is a christian com- 
plete, what need we further? Is not 
obedience necessary still? “Do this 
in remembrance of me,” is obligatory 











mandinents” saith the Savior; and, 
upon what evidence, my friend, can I 
presume upon your love to God, un- 


less you “keep his sayings?” “Ye are | 


my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you,” saith Christ. How do I 
know, that in your heart, the disposi- 
tion of love, gratitude and obedience, 
exists, but by actual expressions from 
the fullness thereof? ‘“Whoso offereth | 
me thanks, honoreth me, and to him 
who ordereth his conversation aright, 
(now, “Out of the abundance of “the 
heart, the mouth speaketh”) will I (in 


this sacrament, ) show the salvation of | 


the Lord.” Ps. 50. 23. To the state 
of the heart, then, we must look, if we 
would be bene fitted by the external | 
observance of any divine institution. 
“The wicked,” says article 2 Oth, “and | 
such as be void of a lively faith, al- | 
though they do carnally and_ visibly 


press w ith their teeth, as St. Augus- | 


tine saith, the body and blood of | 
Christ, yet in no wise, are they parta- 
kers of Christ, but rather, to their con- 
demnation, do eat and drink the 
sign or sacrament of so great a thing.” 

Expr essions of gratitude, warm, sensi- 
ble and ardent, commemorating in 
ways of divine appointment, that sac- 
rifice which secures to us every bles- 
sing, even life forevermore, must con- 
stitute a tribute, which cannot fail to 
honor God, and profit men. “What 
shall I render unto the Lord,” saith the || 
enraptured psalmist, “as expressive of | 
my gratitude for all his benefits unto me? | 
Twill receive the cup of salvation, 
and call upon the name of the Lord: 


1 will pay my vows now, in the pres- | 


ance of all his people, in the courts of 
the Lord, even in the midst of thee, O || 
Jerusalem! Praise the Lord!” Ps. 1 16. 
Blessed privilege, indeed! 
‘Hail, sacred feast, which Jesus makes, 
Rich banquet of his flesh and blood.” 


MARY. 


On Church Government, 


still, and in direct consequence of the 
above qualifications and dispositions; 
for, “If ye love me, keep my com- 





ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 
To the Editors of the Utica Christian Repositor, 


My former essay, as your reader; 
have seen, has been taken up jn ¢e. 
tached sentences, and has been gyb. 
jected tosome animadversion by a wr. 
ter who styles himself “No Brownist,” 
With regard to the effect which it wil] 
have on my feeble performance, I ap 
not at all anxious. If I know my own 
heart, 1 do not wish a single article 
which I have adv anced, to be admit. 
| ted, except on the most satisfactory 


i! 
| demonstrations the subject can furnish, 


| I write not for those who are violeni 
| on either side, (for arguments il 
| have no weight with them,) but fo, 
| those who will examine the subjeci 
| coolly. To the latter, if I do not 
| greatly mistake, the most, if not all, 
| | the arguments | advanced, stand yet 
in their full force. If I am not blind 
to the merit of my apponent, almost 
, his whole strain of opposition consists 
of assumptions and assertions. Lest 
| some might inadvertently take these 
| for arguments, I have thought proper 
to make a brief reply. 
It was first demonstrated that the 
| ae churches had rulers. He 
asserts that a congregational church 
; hasa ruler. If he uses the term ruler 
i 






} 
| 
i 
} 
} 


} 


in its ordinary signification, he grants 
all we ask; if he uses it otherwise, it 
does not touch the argument which we 
have drawn from scripture. To call 
a chairman or arebuker, a RULER IS ai) 
abuse of language. And according to 
the accepted definition of a congrege 
| tional church, that is not one which 
| does not claim the right of placing 
| whom it pleases on the chair. Nay. 
the writer himself elsewhere asserts. 
‘hat the influence of character which a 
uinister possesses, is all the authority 
that he ought to possess,on account 0! 
|| his ambition, for which ministers aré 
| prov erbial.” By the by, is this a pro- 


_|\ verbused by chaistians, or the enemies 
| of christianity? 


We have, therefore, 
this argument entire, and espec sjally 
the use of the Greek word powmaino, 


§ which always signifies to rule as we t 
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s feed, and is often necessarily confi- 
jd to ruling. Noris there any figure 
hat can take away that signification 
ofthe word. Itwas maintained,2dly, 
iat the prinaitive churches had a plu- 
ality of elders. Nota single exam- 
ale has been adduced of a different | 
organization. Well, the Congregation- | 
| churches had elders SO they had, 
ind they were then Presbyterian, as | 
was a considerable portion of the | 
churehes in New-England, when in | 
present state. But now they | 
| 
| 





have only one elder, having forsaken 
he scripture ground; nay, they have | 
so elder. For the church has com- 
plete authority within itself, and al- | 


SS 
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admission of members to the church. 
‘The idea then seems to be that it is a 
government exercised out of the church 
of Christ; and what it is to be called, 

I am perfectly at a loss. ‘The gov- 
ernment they exercise is not church 
government. ‘Then it is plainly in- 
ferrable that they themselves are not 
church members. ‘This truly is not 
Brownism— it is something more mod- 
ern. ‘The apostle must have had a 
very different idea. For he speaks of 
several offices which “God had set in 
the church,” one of which is “‘govern- 
ments,” and this too was in reference 
to the Corinthian Church. If our op- 
| ponents allow elders to be a part of 


though the elder is said to be its head, | | the church, I would ask how they are 
itmakes no hesitation in cutting off its | governed? ‘Being so much more ambi- 


head at pleasure 
pendent. If any one dare to deny | 
this fact, I can produce numerous in- | 
tances to prove it, and that it is done | 


according to the purest Congregational | 
. ° C o i 
principles. \ 


A third point maintained was, that | 
in the primitive churches we have no | 
instance of priv: ate persons directing | 
the spiritual concerns of the church.— 
This has not been disproved by. a sin- 


—— 


“ieexample. The Corinthian church | 


the favorite one of our opponents.— 

‘left them to assign a reason why we | 
‘iould not suppose that private per- | 
sons in that church administered the | 
Lord’s Supper, as well as that they ex- | 
rcised government. No reason has | 
deen assigned and { am very confident | 
the scriptures furnish us with none.— | 


These three points, as I conceive, if | ity. 


and standing inde- } tious than other men, they would seem 


ito need some government. They 
| hold councils. But have these coun- 

| cils any authority of governing, or are 
they only advisory? t an they depose 
a heretical elder authoritativ ely, so 
| that no church will have a right to re- 
| ce ive him or listen to him? If they can, 
| why are the Socinians in regular st: und- 
ing in New-E.ngland. 

Another idea of our Brother is “that 
women and minors are not to sit in 
. | judgmentin a Congregational church.” 

If this rule had been uniformly obser- 
; ved, the churches would, no doubt, 
have enjoyed greater pe But 
when they observe it, they ohaciie 
| their fundamental principle, whiclt is 

' that each one,by virtue of membership, 
lj is entitled to an equal share of author- 





Hence in a church of 50 mem- 


established, determine the question be- || bers, the 30 women and the 17 boys 


tween Congregationalists and Presby- 


are to be excluded from authority, and 


terians. Any thing else that may be the three men are to try all cases of 


suggested on the subject must be of |! discipline. 


minor importance. Before I close, | 


allow me to make a few remarks on | 
| boys. 


some curious ideas of our opponents, 
whic +h perhaps have not been sufficient- 
'V noticed. 

One is, “that licensing and ordain- 
ug are no part of church government.’ 
There is no question that these pre- 
rogatives are the exercise of govern- 
went and as highly important as the 


And these three men are 
much less qualified to judge than 2 
large proportion of the women and 
They are not selected on ac- 
count of their ability, as we select ou 


| elders, but others are excluded on ac- 


count of their sex and age. Nor are 


> |i these three men the choice of the 
i church, as our elders are; the majority 

| of the church have no vote, no voice, 
| but are subject to the tyranny of three 
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men, without any human means of ¥ waste room in portraying the evils ,; 
relief. ‘This is surely worse than pre- |} Congregationalism; those who are jg. 
lacy. norant of them may be satisfied py 
inquiring of our old ministers, who 
has advanced is this, that there is a have lived from their childhood amidst 
complete scheme of church discipline those evils. And notwithstanding all 
laid down in Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17, the clamour against Presbyterian po. 
and elsewhere, which consists of three || P©'Y> I pr esume no example can be 
parts. In the first instance, which || Produced to palliate this calumny, 


Another idea which an opponent 


is considered the most important, it i, 
is the prerogative and duty of an in- sb 

dividual to exercise church discipline For the Utica Christian Repository, 
upon an offending brother, himself a- ON SELFISH RELGION. 
lone! What more could a_ prelatical | (Coneluded from page 200.) 

bishop do, than thus to constitute hina- Il. Iam to show that those whe 


self a church? The next part of || trust in a selfish experience, and have 
church discipline is exercised by two || no other, are in a fatal error. In or- 
or three; and thus we have ecclesiasti- || der to make this appear, it is not neces- 
cal authority assigned to two individu- | sary to show that every individual, 
als! This is beyond Presbyterianism. || whose religious experience is wholly 
When these two steps of church au- || selfish, actually runs into all the er- 
thority have been taken, then the mat- || rors to which it naturally leads. _ It js 
ter comes to the church! ‘What! was || only necessary to show, that all selfish. 
it not in the church before, and yet’ ness is sin. If all selfishness is sin, 
church discipline exercised? It is evi- || and sin persisted in is fatal, then selfish 
dent that our Lord intended to point |, religion is fatal. 

out where private admonition should || That all selfishness is sin, will ap: 
cease and church discipline commence; || pear from the, following considera- 
but our commentator has thought pro- || tions: 

per to overlook the principal design || 1. The common sense of mankind 
of the passage, and to make private du- || declares, that selfishness is wrong.— 
ties and church discipline the same | We always despise selfishness in oth- 
thing. I should not have noticed his || ers. If a man is very kind to us, and 
plan of discipline, if he had not in for- | performs a great many services for us, 
ming it, in my view, perverted the || and professes much love to us, and we 
scripture: for I do not consider that it || discover, that it is all to accomplish 
belongs to the matter in dispute, which !some selfish scheme of his own, we 
is not respecting the mode of process, || uniformly despise him for it. Now, 
but the persons who are authorized to is it credible, that what is wrong from 
exercise discipline. Much more of || one mantowards another, is right from 
what our opponents have said, I pass | aman towards his maker? Will not 
over for the same reason. For my || God require as much from us as we r¢- 
object has been to reconcile the two || quire from our fellow creatures? 
parties, and therefore I confine myself 2. Selfishness does not regard things 
to essential points of difference. I/|| according to their real worth. There 
have not even insisted on the proprie- || is an intrinsic value in some _ things, 
ty of elders ruling and not preaching; || above that of others, according te 
if they are qualified, I wish they might || which they ought to be regarded. The 
all preach. Though I cannot agree || life of a man is worth more than the 
with our opponents, that the scripture | life of an insect. The welfare of 2 




















allows to non-laboring or indolent el- || whole community is of more impor- 


ders a double portion of salary as well || tance than that of any individual of 
as those “that labor in word and doc- || which that community is composed: 


trine.” Ihave net been disposed to | The happiness ef God is of more value 
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than the happiness of Satan. ‘These 
ropositions are self-evident. And it 
is equally evident that the intrinsic val- 
ye of these things is the proper meas- 
we of my regard. But as far as I 
am selfish, I wholly disregard the in- 
yinsic value of things, and regard 
them only as far as it is for my own 
advantage. 

3, There is no obedience to God in 
slfishness. ‘The rule which God gives 
jor the government of our conduct is, 
«Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God? Whatsoever we do—whether 
for this world or the next—whether 
we eat, or drink, or labor; whether 
we seek to promote our own comfort, 
or the comfort of those around us;— 
whether we seek to securethe salvation 
of our own souls, or the souls of others 
—there is one rule—there is one ulti- 
mate end—we must “lo all to the glo- 
ry of God.” But selfishness does not 
make the glory of Godits ultimate end. 
Selfishness does all for the advantage 
and exaltation of self. 

4. There is no love to man in sel- 
fshness. Some who deny their obli- 
gation to seek the glory of God, will 
vet admit their obligation to love their 
neighbor as themselves. ‘To love my 
neighbor as myself, is to place the same 
value upon his happiness as upon my 
own; to regard each for its own sake, 
and in proportion to its real and in- 
trinsic worth, as far as that can be dis- 
covered. To be selfish, is to make 
ny own happiness my supreme object, 
and to regard other things only for the 
sake of that. If Iam selfish, the hap- 
piness of another is of no value to me, 
wless it can be made subservient to 
ny own. His happiness here, his life, 
his eternal salvation—all are nothing, 
unless they contribute to my advan- 
ge. Such feelings are odious and 
wicked. 

9. That selfishness is wrorig is evi- 
lent from the consideration, that it is 
opposed to the public good, and would 
‘acrifice it. Selfishness sets up a pri- 
vate interest as the supreme object, 
‘id regards the public good, when it 
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comes in competition with it, as worth 
nothing. Place the greatest good of 
the universe in opposition to this pri- 
vate interest, and selfishness would sa- 
crifice it allinamoment. It has been 
said to an individual, “If your eternal 
happiness must be givenup, or that of 
all others, God himself included, which 
would you choose?” And the answer 
has been, “Let my happiness be secu- 
red, whatever becomes of the happi- 
ness of all others. Let God be de- 
throned, and the happiness of the 
whole universe besides be given up, 
rather than mine.” ‘This has shown 
the supreme selfishness of the heart in. 
its true colours. Such indeed it is— 
And if a worse temper than this can 
be found in any part of the universe, 
let it be shown in what it consists.— 
Great objections have indeed been 
made against any such question being 
put, although it is certain that the hap- 
piness of some will be given up in or- 
der to promote the public good of the 
universe. But I see no reason for any 
objection, unless it is because such a 
question is too well adapted to discov- 
er the native selfishness of the human 
heart in its naked?deformity. 

6. That selfishness is wrong is evi- 
dent from the consideration, that all 
the acts of sin which have ever been 
known can be traced to it as their pro- 
per source. What prompted Satan to 
rise in rebellion against God, but the 
desire of exalting himself? What argu- 
ment prevailed with our first parents 
to join in that rebellion, but the prom- 
ise of great advantage? ‘Ye shall be as 
gods,” said the tempter. What occa- 
sions all the wars among nations, with 
all their attendant crimes,but the selfish 
passions of men? Self gratification, in 
various ways, is evidently the object 
aimed at, by allthe wicked, in all their 
various transgressions of the law of 
God. And if all moral evil consists 
essentially in selfishness, and nothing 
worse needs to be supposed to account 
for all the crimes that have ever been 
committed, it is plain that selfishness is 
wrong. 

7. That selfishness is wrong is evi- 


Ol] 
7 2 


iia 
: 
at 
i 
28 

+: 
a 
H 
. 

2 ts 
{ 
i 
- - 
| 
uy 





PA’ 


dent from the consideration, that the 
scriptures ~ its opposite. “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 


thine heart, and thy ne ‘iohbor as thy- | 


And if | 


self,” is the divine injunction. 
we ask what kind of love is required, 

the scriptures inform us. Charity 
(love) suffereth long, and is kind; 

charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up, doth not be- 

have itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own.” ‘This is very different from 
selfishness. ‘To the same purpose are 
such directions as these—‘Let no 
man seek Avs own, but every man an- 
others’ wealth, (welfare.) Even as I 
ylease all men in all things, not seek- 
ing mine own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be saved.—We 
then that are strong ought to bear the || 


infirmities of the weak, and not to } 
Let every one of | 


please ourselves. 
us please his neighbor, for his good, to 
edification. [or even Christ pleased 
not hinself—Look not every man on 
his own things, but every man also on 
the thines of others. Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” 

The scriptures uniformly con- 
demn selfishness. ‘The apostle speaks 
of it as a great evil, that “All seek 
their own, not the things which are Je- 
sus Christ’s.” 
othy of the perilous times which were 
to come, he said, “For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves.” Our Sav- 
ror condemned 
him from selfish motives, and Satan 
could bring no greater accusation a- 
gainst Job than that of charging him 
with being selfish in his regard for 
God. Israel is declared an empty 
vine, because 
unite: himself, and our Lord expressly 

says, “If ye love them which love you, 
what thank have yer For sinners al- 
so love those that love them.” 
Krom these ceiiiiiiiean’ it is suffi- 
ciently evident, that selfishness is sin. 


And if our religious experience is whol- i 
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selfish it is whe lly sinful. Anda, 


religion which consists in sin, and no- 
thing but sin, must be fatal. 


To trust 
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And in warning Tim- | 


those who followed | 


he brineeth forth fruit | 


in. such an experience must be a fata) 

error; or to express it in the !a: guage 

of scripture, itis a ‘damnable heresy? 
Having shown as I proposed, thar 

those who trast in aselfish experience 

and have no other, are ina fundamen. 

tal and fatal error, I shall close with 

| several remarks. 

| 1. In view of what has been said, 

| we see what kind of regard for oy 

| 

| 

| 





own happiness is right. It is that 
which is disinterested. _Weshould re. 
gard our own happiness according to 
its intrinsic value; and so we ‘should 
' that of every being in the universe, 
| Such aregard is a disinterested regard, 
| It is no objection to this rule, that we 
| cannot discover the exact value of our 
| own happiness compared with that of 
[t is sufficient that we regard 
the happiness of ourselves and others 
for its intrinsic value, and in propor. 
tion to what we can discover. I can 
see that the glory of God is worth more 
than my own eternal happiness. _ Itis 
right, therefore, that I should regard 
it more. I can see that my own lif 
is of more importance than the life of 
a brute animal. It is right, therefore, 
that I should regard it more. 

. We see why promises of reward 
and threatenings of punishment are 
held out in the scriptures as motives to 
obedience. ‘The good promised, and 
the evil threatened, ought to be regard- 
ed by us, in proportion to their real 
importance. And he that is perfectly 
disinterested willso regard them. No 
selfishness is necessary in order to give 
such motives their full weight. Disin- 
terestedness is neither indifference no! 
insensibility. Indifference and insen 
sibility are both criminal. He thet is 
| indifferent or insensible does not regare 
| things according to their intrinsic im 
| aes 
| 3. We see why God does not ac 
| 
| 
j 


| 
: 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 


7’ 
| others. 


cept the religious performances of the 
| wicked. ‘They are all selfish. Ané 
all selfishness is sin. ‘Those who think 
selfish religion is right are often great 
ly disturbed and perplexed with such 
plain declarations of scripture as 
|| these:—‘The sacrifice of the wicked is 
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a abomination to the Lord.——He'that |} ciple of all the various schemes of false 
urneth away his ear fr@m hearing the || religion which prevail in the world.— 
law, even his prayer sfiall be abomina- |/ It is the fundamental principle of An- 
ion—The thoughts “of the wicked || tinomianism and Arminianism, of So- 
are an abomination. to the Lord.— | cinianism and Universalism. Ana- 
The way of the wicked is an abomina- || lyze any scheme of false religion, and 
fon unto the Lord.—Thé plowing of || you will find thisto be the corner stone 
wicked is sin.” Tf. allselfish religion || of the whole fabric. Self is the Al- 
; sin, as we have seen, then it is easy || pha and Omega, the beginning and 


| 











fish prayers, and all the selfish deeds || it all; and God is only regarded as an 
af the wicked are an abomination to || Almighty servant, who makes the hap- 
the Lord. A holy God cannot look || piness of man his supreme object. 

ypon sin but with abhorrence. | 7. We see that the common meth- 


see why the selfish sacrifices, and the ending, the sum and substance of 


4. In the view of this subject the || od of judging of the dangerous tenden- 
difference between true religion and || cy of the different erroneous schemes 
all its counterfeits is perfectly plain, || of religion is very incorrect. It is 
and easy to be understoed. All true || common to think that scheme the most 
religion is disinterested. ‘All false re- || dangerous which openly denies the 
lion is selfish. Here isa radical dif- || greatest portion of the Bible, and is.at 
rence. And it is as easily seen as |! the farthest remove from the appear- 
he difference between the darkness of || ance of true religion. But we do not 
nidnight and the light of noon. But, |! judge so in other matters. That coun- 
jeny this distinction, affirm that sel- |, terfeit coin which bears the least re- 
ish religion is right, and no radieal || semblance to the true, is not the most 
distinction can be made, no esseiitial || likely to pass current. It is that which 
diference can be pointed out. || bears the greatest resemblance to the 

5. We see that there is great dan- | true, which most easily escapes detec- 
cerlest we be deceived. Selfish religion |) tion and imposes upon the greatest 
abounds. {t is found on every side, |; number. [t is so with false religion. 
and exists under various names. It is || That is the most dangerous, which, be- 
recommended by men of high repute | ing radically and fundamentally wrong, 
in the world, and those who are regar- |! has still the greatest resemblance to 
led by many as distinguished for pie- || true religion. The more appearance 
ty and talents. And what is more || of piety there is, the more it gains the 
than all, selfish religion commends it- || confidence of the great mass of man- 
vlf to all the feelings of the natural f kind. And being radically and fatally 
leart, and thus finds an advocate in |) wrong, greater numbers are deceived 
every man’s bosom. What wonder, by it and ruined forever. Atheism is 
thea, if it greatly prevails? And how || not so likely to prevailas Deism. De- 
sreat the danger lest we be deceived? | ism is not so likely to prevail as So- 
llow much ought we to be on our | cinianism. Socinianism is not so like- 
cuard lest we be carried away with || ly to prevail as Arminianism. And 
th: current of error, and never discov- | cold, formal Arminianism is not so 
‘rour mistake till we are thrown into || likely to prevail as that which is warm 
the gulf of despair, and sink in the |; and zealous. A warm and zealous 
bottomless pit! | Arminianism, or a warm and zealous 

6. We see the dangerous tendency | Antinomianism, or a mixture of both, 
of giving countenance to a selfish reli- || is perhaps the form under which false 
Zon, in any of its forms. It is in it- || religion most extensively prevails — 
‘Ifa fundamental and fatal error; and 
leads to a vast number of other er- 


ors, equally fundamental! and fatal.— 
lis the radical and fundamental prin- |! likely therefore, to deceive and destroy 


| 
| 
| 


— 


Ss ‘ ' ‘ 
| fore fundamentally and fatally wrong, 
| it is the most dangerous of all. It is 


But, being wholly selfish, and there-_ 
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more souls than Atheism and Deism, 
and Socinianism and Universalism put 
tovether. 

8. This subject explains the reason 
why the advocates of selfish religion 
have so much more of what they call 
charity, than the advocates of disin- 
terested religion can have. ‘They use 
the word charity in a wrong sense. 
Its true meaning is love. But they 
use it to signify a good opinion of the 
religious character of another. ‘The 
advocates of selfish religion can, con- 
sisteutly, have abundance of this to- 
wirds all men, for all men have abun- 
dauce of selfishness. They can even 
exercise-this towards the advocates of 
disinterested religion, because they 
have some selfishness too, though they 
condemn themselves for it. But the 
advocates of disinterested religion can- 
not entertain this good opinion of the 
character of any but such as are dis- 
interested. It was just so with the 
Greeks and Romans, at the introdac- 
tion of christianity. Their thirty thou- 


sand gods did not interfere with each | 


other. The various worshippers of 
them lived in great harmony, and ex- 
ercised this kind of charity towards 
each other, to a very great degree.— 
And they could, without any incon- 
sistency; for they were radically and 
fundamentally alike. And they seem- 
ed to be inclined, at first, to treat chris- 
tianity in the same manner. It is be- 


lieved that the Roman’ Senate once |! 


should be enrolled among the number 
of their gods. But they soon found 
that christians could not exercise any 
such charity towards them. And the 
unaccommodating spirit of christiani- 
ty was no sooner discovered, than it 
turned against itself the whole multi- 
tude of the worshippers of false gods. 
‘They all combined to destroy it. Just 
so now. All those who embrace a 


|| vered, than it turns against them aj) 
the advocates of a selfish religion 
|| who unite to denounce them as bigot. 
| ted and uncharitable, and not fit to 
|| live among men. 
| 9. If selfish religion is fundamen. 
| tally and fatally wrong, then it js 
| dictate of true charity to expose it— 
| ‘True charity is benevolence, good wij 
| towards men. Good will towards oth. 
| ers, leads to do them good, and to save 
them from evil. It would be a want 
of charity to let them go on in a fatal 
delusion. If wesaw any one making 
a fatal mistake in things pertaining to 
| . ° 
| this life, we should be thought very 
unkind not to point it out. Why, 
then, when we see men making ship. 
wreck of their souls, must we hold 
our peace, and let them go on to de 
struction? Jt would be cruel in the 
| highest degree. But, it is said, we 
| ought to content ourselves with ex. 
| hibiting truth, and let error alone— 
| Let error alone! This is just what its 
' advocates wish. Silence on the part of 
! the friends of truth is all that is necessa- 
| ry to ensure the prevalence of error; at 
| least, of this error, which isso agreeable 
|| to the native temper of the human heart. 
|| 10. We see that we ought to con- 
|! sider well what we are doing, when 
| we are giving countenance to those 
' who embrace religious errors. Though 
| we should not embrace their errors 
ourselves, yet, if we give them our 
| 








countenance and support, we shall en- 
courage others to embrace them. And 
| if their errors are fundamental and fa- 
|| tal, we cannot be clear from the blood 


| of souls. The spirit of inspiration 


hath said, “Whosoever transgresseth, | 


| and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God: He that abideth 
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both 
the Father and the Son. If there 
| come any unto you, and bring not this 
|| doctrine, receive him not into your 


1 


selfish religion, can, consistently, if | house, neither bid him God speed: 
they will, be accommodating to each || for he that biddeth him God speed 8 
other, and live in great harmony; for || partaker.of his evil deeds.” It he 


they are radically and fundamentally | brings a fundamental and fatal error, 


alike. Bat the unaccommodating spirit. and has with it the appearance 0! 
of real christians is no sooner disco- |i great piety and uncommon zeal, and 
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ye give him our countenance and en- 
sor gement in but a small degree, we | 
may velp him to ensnare a multitude | 
o{ the unwary, and lead many souls’ 
1 eternal perdition. Let us take heed | 
what we do. G. G. 


06 


A GOOD BOOK. 

There are probably many friends | 
io orthodox religion, through this coun- 
iry, Who are not yet acquainted with the | 
{ct, that the Constitution of the Pres- | 
pyterian church has been recently pub- | 
shed in Utica. It is a book about 
which much has been said, but not 
year so much known. As it is adopt- || 
ed by a very large and enlightened 
portion of the Christian community, 
in the United States, as a compend of | 
their faith, and a directory of their | 
worship; it ought undoubtedly to be | 
familiar to all this class of Christians; | 
and the same consideration ought to : 
recommend it to the curiosity, and e-. 
ven serious attention of other denom- | 
inations. Lam not myself a stickler 
for those contracted symbols of faith, 
which exclude from Christian com- | 
union even some creditable follow- | 
e's of Christ. Nor should I be wil- 
ling to admit this book in such a man- | | 
ier as to raise an impassable barrier | 
between myself and my fellow Christ- |) 
ins of other denominations. I would | 
use it as a convenient digest of faith | 
and practice, drawn from the Holy 
Scriptures, without considering it as | 
perfect or infallible. And, in this way, | 
lam persuaded that it would be use- | 
lul to Christians of any name: espe- 
cially as the Scriptures are cited on; 
every point, and are attended with the | 
marks of reference. Whether any 
one believes the several articles or not, 
he has at least one view of the doc- | 
irine stated, and the passage of Scrip- 
lure whence it is derived, presented | 
to his view at the same time. Even ! 
if several doctrines should be rejected, i 
these must be few in number, and a | 
larze proportion of the book remains | 
as the substance of the faith of every |) 

Christian, But many objections which 1 
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have been offered, by other denomina- 
tions, and by Presbyterians, as, i think, 
arise not so much from diversity of 
sentiment as trom want of fair inves- 
tigation. At least, i have found this, 
that in many cases | have éxperienced 
no difficulty in according with the doc- 
trine in question, and with the senti- 
ment of the objector. It would not 
be surprising that many verbal objec- 
tions should be made against expres- 
sions of doctrine, which were made 
almost two hundred years ago. = Liv- 
ing language is continually varying, 


'and will be still more variable in the 
hands of men who are not sufficiently 
/acquainted with the bible, or with 


these ancient forms of doctrine. The 
~criptures themselves must become stale 
to those who are conversant only with 
the new modelled systems of the day. 
But i forbear. The book will recom- 
mend itself to the candid Christian. 
It is of a small size, and costs seventy- 
five cents. The edition published in 
this village is stereotyped and very 
It contains not only the 
Confession of Faith, Plan of Church 
Government, and Directory tor Wor- 
ship, but the larger and shorter Cate- 
chisms; and, what has never been ap- 
pended to an edition of this work be- 
fore, General Rules for Judicatories. 
z hese rules have been recently fram- 
ed by men of distinguished learning, 
piety, and experience; and are recom- 
mended by the General Assembly, to 
those Judieatories that may think pro- 
per to use them. ‘They will be found 
applicable, I think, not only to Pres- 
_ byterian Judicatories, but, in general, 
‘to any other ecclesiastical bodies. 


] Would it not be well for Ministers and 


Sessions to take measures for the cir- 
culation of this book through their re- 
spective societies, so that every i#mi- 
ly should possess at least one copy? 
N. 
—9t0t= 


SOUND SPEECH THAT CANNOT BE 


CONDEMNED.— Tit.2. 8. 
To this character, I suspect the fol- 
lowing solecisms of preachers, do not 
belong. 
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“The improvement of the dis- 
course.’—Some sermons need im- 
provement, but would it not be better 
to do this before they are preached? 

“Profanity” —a word not found in 
our standards of language—it should 
be profaneness. 

“Solemnize our hearts.”’—Solemn- 
ize signifies to dignily by certain for- 
malities, and never to make solemn. 

“To realize that we are sinners,” 
“Realize these truths.” &c.—Realize 
signifies to bring into being. Is this 
what the speaker means? 

“To conduct in a proper manner.” 
—To conduct what? For conduct 
being an active verb requires an ob- 
jective case after it; suppose, himself. 
~ ©To lay on the ground”—Instead 
of to Lie. 

“To set’”’—As a neuter verb instead 
of do sit. 

“Lengthy,” isnot an English word; 
why not say breadthy and herghty? 

When I hear such violations of our 
“usus loguendi,” ina preacher, I con- 
fess that my attention to the subject 
matter is somewhat interrupted. If 1] 
am guilty in this, | beg the preacher 
16 take to himself part of the blame. 

A HEARER. 
000 
DIALOGUES ON ATONEMENT. 
Continued from page 178. 


DIALOGUE V. 

A. You will, at least, acknowledge, 
that the justice of God is glorified in 
the condemnation of the non-elect, e- 
ven though no Saviour died for them. 

P. Yes: but in a degree far less. 

A. Howso? 

P. The non-elect, as well as oth- 
ers, are bound to love God with all 
their hearts, and to keep his command- 
ments perfectly; and for refusing to 
do this, they are justly condemned.— 
For this they would be justly con- 
demned. though no Saviour had been 
provided. So far, the justice of God 
would be glorified in their condemn- 
ation, whether Christ died for them or 
not. But if Christ has not died for 
‘hem, the justice of God cannot be 


| glorified in condemning them foy j. 
jecting a Saviour. There is no §,. 
viour for them, that they can reject— 
The justice of God cannot be glorig, 
ed in condemning them for re fusing 
to secure the salvation of their souls 
There is no salvation brought withiy 
set which they can refuse — 
1e Justice of God cannot be glorifieg 

in condemning them for despising hig 
|offered mercy. There is no m rey 
| for them, which they can despise. |} 
| therefore, on your plan, the wicked 
| are inexcusable for not loving and ser. 
| ving God, on mine they are doubly in. 
|excusable. [fon your plan they are 
| justly condemned for refusing to loye 
| and serve God, on mine, they are just. 
ly condemned for the same thing, 
and besides this, they are justly 
|| condemned for rejecting a Saviour 
| that was provided for them, for throw. 
| ing away their souls, when their sal- 











|| vation was put within their power, 
and for despising the mercy which 
they might have enjoyed. 
A. You also mentioned God’s re. 
| gard for the happinesss of the non- 
ll elect, as a secondary inducement with 
| him to give his Son to die for them.— 
How does it show any regard for their 
happiness, when, according to your 
own representation, their condemna- 
tion becomes only more aggravated in 
consequencer 
P. It must be remembered that it 
becomes so through their own fault.— 
They neglect to improve the privile- 
'ges put intotheir hands. They might 
i be saved, if they would, but they will 
| not. 
| A. But this was known to God, 
from the beginning; and therefore, it 
seems to me, that a regard for their 
| happiness would have dictated that 
no such privileges should be given 
them, which they might abuse. How 
| can it be any privilege for a man to 
| be put into a situation to increase his 
cuilt and consequently his misery? 
P. Do you believe, then, that the 
non-elect enjoy no privileges or biess- 
| ings in this life? 


| 
| 
| A. I would not say that. I admit 
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or re 
» Sa 
i 
lorifi. 
using 
Souls, 
vithin 


yat they “are placed here in a condi- || vided, an atonement is offered them, 
‘on of comfort, or at least, in a mix- || pardon and peace are proclaimed in | 
4 state, where em) blessings and || their ears, the Father invites, the Sa- 
privile ges are enjoyed; and this oc- || viour entreats, the Holy Spirit strives. 
~rs in consequence of the mediation |} Eternal life is brought within their 
Christ.” And in this, their situa- || reach, and urged upon them. ‘The 
‘ion differs from that of the devils— || welfare of their immortal souls is put 








*\'~ Bi Devils are confined in chains of dark- || into their own hands, and they may 
nike yess. ‘They receive no benefits.” secure it, if they will. Are these no 
€ his p. How can the common blessings || privileges? Are they not in them- 
rn vflife, which they enjoy, be consider- || se lves, a great good, and capable of 
i edany blessings to them, since they a- | being improved by them to their own 
- puse them also, to increase their guilt, | unspeakable advantage? In this way 
Ne and aggravate their final ee therefore God shows his regard for 
ro tion? And how is it any kindness to || their happiness; and manifests the 





bestow such blessings upon them, | strongest solicitude for their welfare. 
when it was known, from the begin- |} And if they perish, after all this, they 
hing, Ma that they would so abuse them? | will be without excuse, and their blood 
istly A. That which is, in its own na- | will be upon their own heads. ; 
ure, a good, and capable of being im- Thus, then, Aspasio, I have poin- 


love 
just. 





es proved by us to our advantage, is a | ted out “for what me ? God gave his 

‘al, ilessing, and must be so considered, |] Son to die for those : whom he had no | 

ds whether we Improve it or not. intention of saving.” It was to glorify i 

hich P. Then you have answered your || himself, and to eae his regard for 

He) BM own question. That. which is, in its || their happiness. It was to put them 

ae" nature, a good, and capable of be- || into a state in which they might be sa- 

ron Ae improved by us to our advantage, |) ved, if they would, and to make it de- 

wih" blessing; and it isa privilege to pend entirely upon their own choice 

ee it bestowed upon us, and a kind- || whether they were saved or not; that 

heir ae the bestower, whether we im- || thus, in throwing away their souls, 

cour ME ONe it to our advantage or not. By || they might be rendered doubly iffex- | 

nat Christ’s dying for the non-elect, they }| cusable and their blood might be upon : 

ms i pl aced in a situation very differ their own heads. ‘Till, therefore, you . 
ent from that in which they would | can show, that these things are of no 

rine been, if he had not died for them. |! importance, you ought not to conclude 7 

a he had not died for them, they || that Christ died for the elect only, be- a 

“Tes a have been in a situation, at least, | cause me could have “no important 1 

ht substantially the same as that of the purpose’ in dying for others. | | 

vill levils. They could have had no DIALOGUE. VL 
privileges. No blessings could have 

i. ben bestowed upon “them. T hey P. What is your third argument, te 

. could receive no benefits. For where || prove that Christ died for the elect on- " 

a there is no atonement, no mercy can || ly? G0 . 

hat Mc. Shown. But since Christ has . A. My third argument is this:— 

co. died for all, all “are placed in a con- || “The death of Christ was a real atone- . 

ow dition of comfort, or at least, ina mix- | ment, a ransom price, an explation, 

i ‘d state, where many blessings and and a propitiation for sin; a full sat- ‘ 

his privileges are enjoyed.’ ” — But besides || isfaction to law and justice; and must ' 
this, those, who live where the gospel || therefore be efficacious in behalf of 

the I preached, non-elect, as well as oth- | those for whom he died. If he died ’ 

ge Ma are placed in a situation in which | for all, then all must be saved. Conse- | 

. they enjoy the means of grace, co quently, ifonly a part of the human 

nit have an opportunity to secure the sal- || race shall certainly be saved, Christ if 


‘ation of their souls. A Savior is pro- || died only for that part.” 
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P. This argument depends entirely y som, will -surely be actually redeen fim at! 
upon the nature of the atonement.— |, ed.” the 
™ . . . j f . 
from your views of its nature, you!) “Another word which has former| per 


conclude that it was made for the e- |; been in more constant use with ortho. Mg to! 
lect only. My views of its nature are | dox Christians than any other, is gap. MM ities 
probably different from your’s. From || isfaction.” “ Justice is considered ay ll ! 
rs my views of the nature of the atone- | offended, and insists upon the éondign fl we 
ch ment, I conclude that it was made tor i punishment of the sinner. A surety mo 
all men. Will you state your views | offers to make satisfaction for the of. Mic 

of its nature? fence, by obeying the law, and suffer. MM hol! 
A. I will. “The word atonement, || ing its penalty. The offer is accept. fj m@ 

Ks tho’ often used in the Old Testament, | ed. The satisfaction is made, and ac. mle 
is not found in the New Testament, | knowledged to be sufficient. Now (ne 
except in one instance, Rom. 5. 11,}\ the question is, can they for whom Mires 
where it ought to have been reconci- || this satisfaction has been made be pun- he | 
fiation. In the view, however, of our | ished for the same sins, for which jus. 2 
translators, there was but little differ- || tice is declared to be satisfied? How fv 
ence between these two words, for he || can the same crimes be punished twice HM e¢ 
whose sins are atoned, is reconciled.— | over in a just government?” [t 
Of such an atonement, as leaves the | _P. If 1 understand your argument, Ms 
person for whom it was made, forever || itis this: The satisfaction which Christ 
under the guilt of his sins, they had |, has made, consisted partly of his obe- 
no idea.” “The Hebrew word for || dience, and partly of his sufferings, 
atonement signifies to cover: and when | and is of such a nature, that those for the 
sins in the Old Testament are spoken | whom it was made, cannot be justly Myo 
of as atoned, the meaning always is, |) punished. And therefore, all those Mj vhi 
that they were covered, removed, ne- || must be saved, for whom it was made, Hj sn 
ver to be charged upon the person | Do I understand you? yor 
who committed them.” “When in A. You do. For, “how can the ji But 
common language a man is said to || same crimes be punished twice over, Mita 
have atoned for his fault by any means, , in a just government?” But, will itis 
what do we mean by the word? Why, || you give me your views of the nature Hi you 
that the punishment which he had in-' of the atonement, that I may see how #0 
curred, is actually removed, or ought , you avoid the same conclusion? . §j¥o 
to be removed.” | P. Iwill. But let us first inquire, got 
‘Another word used in the New ] for what purpose an atonement was Mile 
‘Testament is propitiation.” “A propi-! necessary. If we can get clear ideas Hj wr 
tiation is that which propitiates, which | of the purpose for which an atonement Hj 10 
expiates, which procures exemption | was necessary, it will help us to judge Minot 
from punishment, which renders favo- | of its nature. If we can find out Mato 
rable the person to whom it is offered.” || what end the atonement was. intended no 
“Another set of words, by which || to answer, we can better understand Hii 
the death of Christ is frequently ex- |! the nature of the atonement which in- 33s 
pressed, signify the price paid for the || finite wisdom contrived to answer that @ rep 








Mt cage 


ee ee 


redemption of captives.” “The life 4; end. ann 
of Christ is called the ransom.” “Now A. Very well. Proceed. cen 
this ransom being paid and accepted|; PP. First, then, I ask, whether an 





was considered a sufficient price to |; atonement was necessary to restore (0 # Vo 
obtain the liberation of all those for || man his moral agency. Some think, Hw; 
whom it was offered. When a suffi- || that, by the fall, man had lost his mo- @ vh 
cient price is paid for the redemption || ral agency, and that an atonement Was tur 
of a captive, he cannot with propriety | necessary to be made, that it might be HM ne 
be detained in slavery.” “Those || restored. I think it could not be ne § Gc 
then, for whom Christ has paid a ran- |} cessary for any such purpose, becaus* 
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gan had not lost his moral agency by 
je fall. A moral agent is one that 
rforms moral actions. Moral ac- 
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a ions are those which have moral qual- 
sat. ties, that is, are either holy or sinful. 
dag ig if man, by the fall, had lost his moral 
dion fm agency he had become incapable of 
irety goral action, that is, he had become 
» of acapable of doing any thing either 
fier. Amboy or sinful. But, to suppose that 
cept. am mall, by the fall, had become incapa- 
jac. ble of sinning, is absurd. An atone- 


Now nent, therefore, was not necessary to 
hom restore to man his moral agency, for 
pun- fgg ve had not lost it. 
jus-m 2. Task, whether an atonement 
jJow Mg vas necessary to be made, in order to 
acite the compassion of God. This, 
[ think, no one will affirm; though 
sme things which you said respecting 
propitiation, seem to look like it— 
You said, “A propitiation is that which 
popitiates, which renders favorable 
he person to whom it is offered.” If 
stly Myou mean that a propitiation is that 
hose Ia vuich renders it consistent for the per- 
ade, Mason to whom it is offered to show fa- 
yor, [ have no objection to the idea. 
the MM But if you mean that a propitiation is 
ver, fam tat which renders the person to whom 
will itis offered disposed to show favor; if 
ture HM you mean, it.is intended to move him 
how #0 show favor, when, without it, he 
. vould have no such inclination, it can- 
lire, Mm iot be correct, as applied to God.— 
was fam lle is compassionate in his very na- 
Jeas Mure. “God is love.” He who feels 
nent #0 compassion for the miserable, can- 
\dge MM not be a good being. ‘To say that an 
out MM atonement was necessary in order to 
ded Hi nove God to compassion, and dispose 
and Him to show mercy, represents Him 
| in- Hs a being destitute of goodness. It 
that @tepresents him as a hard, unfeeling, 
and cruel tyrant. Instead of repre- 
‘eating him as he is, a being of bound- 
r an Hess mercy and goodness, every way 
e to Mvorthy to be loved, it represents him 
ink, ## % a most odious and implacable being, 
mo- # vhom every one ought to hate. And 
was @ luther, to say that an atonement was 
t be necessary to’ excite the compassion of 
ne Mi God, would be the same as to say, 
aust ‘hat the plan of saving sinners did not 
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originate with him. He had no dispo- 
sitidn to save them; He felt no coms 
passion for them; He was hard, and 
unfeeling, and implacable, till the Lord 
Jesus, who was a more benevolent be- 
ing, and pitied their miserable condi- 
tion, undertook for them, and by his 
sufferings and death, moved the Father 
to compassion. But such a representa- 
tion would be very different from that 
given in the Scriptures. The Scrip- 
tures say, “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son.” 
It was His compassion for: sinners, 
which moved him to provide a Savior. 
It was not necessary, therefore, that 
an atonement should be made to move 
Him to compassion. 

3. Lask whether an atonement was 
necessary, to pay God for favors to be 
Such an opinion, 
I think, cannot be consistent with the 
representations of Scripture. The 
Scriptures every where speak of the 
favors we receive from God, as grace 
alone. Grace is favor bestowed upon 
the ill-deserving. ‘The favors we re- 
ceive from God, are not only grace to 
us, who do not deserve them, but it is 
grace in God to bestow them; and the 
bestowment of them is spoken of, as 
a manifestation of the “riches of His 
grace.” Where any good bestowed 
is paid for, there is no room for grace 
in the bestower. It is frequently tho’t, 
that Christ obeyed in the room of sin- 
ners; and that his obedience created a 
claim upon God for the blessings he 
bestows. And that, as this obedience 
was rendered by Christ in the room of 
sinners, the merit of it is transferred 
to them, and they consequently have 
a just claim to those good things for 
which it paid. ‘This seems to me to 
bear too close a resemblance to the old 
popish notion, upon which the scale 
of indulgences was founded; which 
was, that Christ had, by His obedi- 
ence, created a large fund of merit, 
which was put at the disposal of the 
Pope, as His representative, and might 
by him be sold out to those that had 
need. But the blessings God bestows 
upon men are entirely of grace, and 
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of course, they were not paid for, by 
any thing which Christ did. And 
consequently, an atonement was not 
necessary to pay God for favors to be 
bestowed upon us. 


—s000=— 
From the Christian Herald. 
SELF EXAMINATION FOR EVENING SE- 
CRET DEVOTION. 

Mr. Eprror—Doubtless it is the 
sincere desire of every child of God to 
offer an acceptable sacrifice to Him 
, who seeth not as man seeth, particu- 
pS larly at his stated devotions. But how 
frequently does it happen, that, at that 
season, when the soul would be most 
intent, it is ready to center in any ob- 
ject rather than the right one. With 
a view to aid such as labor under diffi- 
culties of this kind, I present to your 
useful pages the following 


SELF-EXAMINATION FOR EVENING SE- 
CRET DEVOTION. 
Said He, who spake as never man 
; spake, “Pray to thy Father, who is in 
: secret.” The pious Henry has said, 
“apostacy begins at the closet door.” 
And universal experience teaches that 
closely connected with the secret, closet 
duties of religion is the spiritual life of 
the soul. And if any complain of 
Jukewarmness, the fact is too obvious, 
and the reason is as plain. . The closet, 
or the duties of, or the duties conse- 
quent upon, a right discharge of closet 
duty, are neglected, or passed by with 
remissness. 
| Having entered your retirement, you 
bi should strive for fixedness of thought, 
| that you may wait upon God without dis- 
traction. To gain fixedness of thought; 
look to Him with whom is the residue 
of the Spirit. Consider the omnipo- 
tence, omniscience, and omnipresence 
of that God with whom you have to do. 
The desicn of coming into the closet 
—deliberate upon the all-important er- 











ven to secure the life, the everlasting 






own selves, as individuals. 


rand on which you approach Hin, e- 


life, of your precious soul, and to trans- 
act business of the last importance, bu- 
siness which is directly and immedi- 
ately between your Father and your 
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Self Examination for Evening Secret Devotion. 


Inquire, as in the presence of tho 


heart-searching God, and as thous), im 
this were your /ast examination before Mam") 
the final day—inquire, How wasit with i» 
me this morning: Did I awake and fing fi °° 
myself overshadowed with the pres. dec 
ence, and filled with the love of Gog: Mp!" 
Did I then arise with a grateful Sense in 
of his protecting power and goodnes. | 
the past night? How was my hear jm 
affected while reflecting upon the rich iM 
provisions a kind Providence had made tho 
for me; giving me food and raiment. Mm?” 
a covering from inclement seasons i” 
while multitudes are in want; some" 
hungry and naked, others exposed to a 
the scorching of the sun by day, andj” 
humid and sickly vapours by night, Ge 
without house or home, wandering from hk 
place to place, wretched and forlorn.? te 

How were the secret devotions of them "* 
morning performed? Did I read them” 
Scriptures with reverence, as the word 
of God, and not as the word of mang" 
What effect did it produce? Did I there a 
find my character delineated, my duty te 


plainly marked out, my faith increa- 
sed, and my love enkindled? Could] 
say, “Thy law is my delight.” And 
what portion did I treasure up in my 
memory? Did I then offer my solemn 
praises? With what emotions did 
then approach the throne of grace? 
Was it penitently, humbly, believingly? 
How did Jesus appear in my view? as 
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the Lamb of God that taketh away X 
sin?—as the medium of access? Wasim” 
it with filial affection and child-likegm 
simplicity I drew near to God, and calm“ 
led him Father? Were my petition a 





indited by the Holy Ghost sent dow 
from heaven, and were his saving 
peaceful, and joyful influences impat 
ted? After the duty of prayer was per 
formed, did I renew my dedication t 
God with becoming awe, realizing 
that I was making a covenant engagé 
ment with the great I AM? And did 















I feel the witness in my soul, that thi ¥ 
|| covenant was ratified in heaven, the ‘ 
| witness of the Spirit, whose fruit 1 co 
|love, joy, peace? Having givengy 
° W 

up myself, and all things connected 
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with me, not from servile fear, but from 
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gith in and love to God, how were 
ny other devotional duties attended to? 
Did I lay my schemes for the occupa- 


Self Examination for Evening Secret Devotion. 25% 


Have the recreations of this day been 
to prepare me for the better serving of 
my Master, who is ever waiting upon 


ing tions of the day wisely and well, en- || and calling me to activity, thus having 
pres. jeavouring to have this my motto, “A my relaxations and every motive sub- 
Sod? lace for every thing, and every thing || servient to this one grand object, the 
sense A” its place. glory of God? 

How have the devotions of the day What has been my deportment as 
heart a bee? performed in the family, in pri- || a professor of religion? Have I mani- 
rich Ma °° at noon, or in public? Were my || fested the Christian at home and a- 
nade thoughts at each of those seasons occu- broad, on the road, and by the way? 
nent ied aright; .or, like the fool’s eyes, to |; What have I said to the sinner this 
sons ate ends of the earth? From what mo- || day? Have I faithfully and most affec- 
somal ive did I officiate in the former and | tionately told him his danger, pointed 
ed tol ter place? Was I actuated by the || himtothe Savior,and warned him to 
ial desire of gaining a sacred nearness to flee from the wrath to come? Have I 
igh God myself, and, leading the minds of || most tenderly led the mourning soul to 
om those around me, was I anxious that || Jesus by counsel, sympathizing tears, 
n> Mey should be profited? On the con- |) and united prayer? Have I been faith- 
if the rary, did not my heart, at the close, ful to my brethren in the church, not 
the ondemn me for a spirit of aspiration, || my church nor your church, but the 
word o' Striving to acquit myself before men |} church of Christ? What despondence, 
mana stead of acquitting myself before || what failure in duty have I witnessed 
Dane God? Was I humbled before the Lord || in them? Have I gone to them and 
dutyiag account of this besetting sin, and || not to my neighbor, however pious, 
crea (ave [ resolved against it for the future? and endeavored to comfort and correct 
wuld] Have I pursued my daily calling them? Have I exhorted to more faith, 
Anda "th the utmost diligence and spiritu- || humility, love, and good works? In as- 
my lity, even as unto the Lord? What || sociating with the world, have I gov- 
lemniag ime have I lost, which, when once || erned my conduct and conversation 
id gone, is gone forever? Have I spent | well? Did I not, at any time, or to any 
race °o much time in bed, with my friends | person, do or say something passion- 
ngly? it home or abroad, or at the table? Or, | ate, mischievous, or slanderous of 


y? as 






on the contrary, have I been mindfnl 
of that injunction, “Redeem the time,” 


friends, acquaintances, or enemies? In 
a word, have I been careful to let my 


away 

Wasim ® 28 to gather up little fragments, that || example be such as to convince the 

i likely “Y°°Y Moment may turn to some good | votaries of the world that I have not 

1 cal count? only been with Jesus by profession, 
Have I in any degree, cherished a || but also that I have learned of him ex- 


itions 







worldly spirit while engaged in the 





perimentally? 


a world? How has this passage wrought || What objects of indigence and want 
npat upon my heart, “He that loveth the || have I seen this day? Did I lend unto 








world, (whatever his name, his pos- || the Lord, by bestowing upon them as 
sessions, his profession;) the love of || the Lord had prospered me? Or, in- 
the Father is not in him?” This also, || stead of being moved with pity, did my 
“Be not conformed to this world, || heart grow hard and insensible under 


$ per 
on to 
izing 





i di ‘let your excuse be what it may,) but || their entreaty,whether audible or silent? 
t thi Have I seen the hand of God in the 
, the what is that good and acceptable and || mercies I enjoy, and of which multi- 


rit isgg Ptfect will of God?” Have I studied 
give tokeep from the evil while surrounded 
ected “th the unsatisfying things of earth, 
frome Pn which, long ago, I stamped vanr- 
'y and vexation of spirit? 


tudes are destitute, my religious pvivis 
leges, my health, Bible, and other 
books; food, raiment, cheerfulness, 
(preservation in journeying,) conyet« 


be ye transformed, that ye may e 
sation and kindness of friends? 


ili i Mi I crcl 


ee 


ee hn ne 
















ae 


na 


UE DR ON REE EOL a 











156 @n Preparation for Death. 


In afflictions have I been submis- 
sive, particularly in little things, which 
had a tendency to vex and disquiet my 
soul? 

Now, having looked into the word 
of God this morning, and attended to 
my stated duties—looked into my walk 
and conversation through the day, how 
does my heart appear this evening? 
What is there? For God looketh at the 
heart, and upon ifs state depends my 
all. What isthere? Do ¥ feel a divine 
conviction of sin as yet unjustified by 
faith in the Lord Jesus? Or am I en- 
joying the witness of sms forgiven? If 
the latter, am I resting on this, or do I 
feel inbred sin yet rising up and dis- 
turbing my peace, and so interrupting 
the intercourse between God and my 
soul? Is my soul satisfied with justifi- 
cation, or is it breathing after sanctifi- 
cation? Dol feel a divine conviction 
for Holiness? And am I pressing after 
the whole “Kingdom of God, which 
consists in righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost,” with the 
fixed determination, by the help of the 
Lord, who is my only sufficient helper, 
not to rest short of the whole mind that 
was in Christ Jesus? But, 

Lastly, upon looking into my heart, 
do I not find and enjoy that very bles- 
sing which I have prayed and strug- 
gled after for years, and which God, 
for Christ’s sake, hath implanted in 
my soul, to the continual joy of my 
heart; viz. that “perfect love” which 
“casteth out all fear,” fear of man, fear 
of death, the grave, the judgment bar, 
and fear of hell? And is it not thy 
privilege, O my soul, now to “rejoice 
evermore,” to. pray without ceasing, 
and in every thing to give thanks? Yes, 
certainly, for it is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus, concerning you, as saith 
the Spirit of the Lord by his apostle. 
Thess. 5. 16—18. Thank the Lord, 
then! bless the Lord! praise his holy 
name for ever! Hallelujahtothe Lamb, 
for “thou art washed, thou art justifi- 
ed, thou art sanctified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God,” and are now not only tra- 
velling in Zion, but to Zion’s God, 


and thou shalt soon arrive at the reg 
and home of the saints. Now thoy 
art a sojourner in a foreign land. Soop 
thou shalt reach the Canaan above. 
What a glorious prospect opens to my 
view! Tenjoy thisimoment an antepast 
of heaven. Glory is begun below. 
I have been, J am on Pisgah’s top — 
The portals of Paradise open to my 
sight. God is my Father, my recop. 
ciled Father. Jesus is my elder broth. 
er. ‘Fhe Holy Spirit is my comforter, 
Heaven is my eternal home. All js 
mine, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce. 
phas, or the world, or life, or death, or 
things present, or things to come, all 
are mine, and I am Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s. Amen. Farewell 
earth. Vain world begone. I amon 
my journey home. My Savior smiles, 
Ishall soon be gone. I would see all 
happy in the love of God, all with thei 
faces Zion-ward. I would meet all in 
heaven. But, farewell! 
A PILGRIM. 
Ig 
From the Christian Herald, 

ON PREPARATION FOR DEATH. 


Among the common place subjects 
upon which Christians converse, the 
shortness of time, the uncertainty 0 
life, the certainty of death, and the ne- 
cessity of a continual preparation, share 
no inconsiderable part. *Tis true, the 
subject is a profitable one, and one, too, 
upon which each should enter with deep 
interest: for it is our life, ourall. Buta 
las! does not this topic oftentimes come 
up asa matter of course, rather than asa 
matter of moment? How important that 
Christians should consider well their lat- 
ter end, and meditate the day of their 
death, as becometh creatures of a day! 

“‘The time zs short:—the time to re- 
pent—to believe—to secure pardon and 
reconciliation, and to live to God on 
earth. Life is precious. One is remov- 
ed after a protracted illness. Another 
of a short indisposition. And how ma 
ny are summoned into the presence 0 
God, prepared or unprepared, upon 2 
moment’s warning! Surely, ‘‘it is ap 
pointed unto men once to die.” Di, 
whether he will or not, he must. The 
young, the old—all must die. ‘‘And 
after death cometh the judgment. | 
Who is ready, who not, to take his exit 
Sgon, I must leave all helow. Not lang: 
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nd you will be numbered with the 
dead. Solemn consideration! When 
the chilling grasp of death shall benumb 
jife’s vital flood, when terrene objects 
and earthly scenes shall recede from my 
yiew, and the realities of another world 
shall burst upon my vision, shall I not 
need afriend to stand by and uphold 
me amidst dissolving nature? And who 
shall that friend be? My father, my 
mother? They cannot help. No earth- 
ly relative can assuage the dying strife. 
Tis Jesus. Let Christ be my ‘‘rod and 
staff’ then, Then! But is Christ my 
Friend and portion now? I profess to 
love him. I am numbered among his 
sheep. I have a name and place at his 
table. But what are these? ‘The shad- 
ow without the substance, if I have 
nothing more. And Jesus is not my 
friend; and I am yet his enemy. But 
do [differ from the hypocrite and unbe- 
lever? Have I been ‘‘born again?” 
Am I inthe King’s highway of holiness, 
and do I know that I am the Lord’s, 
washed, justified, sanctified? Yes, ‘‘I 
know that if my earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, I have a build- 
ing of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.” And 
where is the professor of religion who 
does not exclaim, ‘‘to die is gain”—I 
have ‘fa desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better.” 

To such as cannot adopt this language, 
whether professors of religion or not, 
let the Pilgrim say, retire to some se- 
questered spot—take the Bible for thy 
companion—search it—look into thy 
heart—thy life—look up to God, for the 
cause of thy not being on Pisgah’s top, 
and ready, nay, desirous to depart to 
behold the glories in reversion for the 
people of God. Do you ask, why? It 
is your blessed privilege. It will give 
you rich foretastes of heaven and end- 
less felicity. God requires it at your 
hands: and itis the happy experience 
of A PILGRIM. 





Messrs. Bird and Goodell. 

Within the short period of 26 days, 
from the time of embarkation at New- 
York, these brethren with their wives, 
landed safely at Gibraltar, where they 
were hospitably received by Christian 
friends. Here they remained nine days. 
The following extract from a letter ad- 
dressed by one of them to a friend in 
Boston, describes their approach to 
Malta. 

Jan, 22, 1823.—Last evening as we 
sailed along the shores of Malta and its 








Obituary. 


no more than what he had often prayed 
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adjacent islands, we were able to dis- 
tinguish, by the bright shining of the 
moon, the memorable spot where St. 
Paul is said to have been shipwrecked. 
It was a pleasant evening, very unlike 
the dark stormy night, when Paul, and 
those with him in the ship, ‘‘wished for 
the day.”’ We came to anchor about 
nine o’clock in the evening, only eight 
days from Gibraltar. We ‘‘were all of 
good cheer;” read a portion of the last 
two chapters of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles; and without one emotion of sad- 
ness, fell on our knees before that Sav- 
ior, on whese name we had so often cail- 
ed in America. We cannot be sufh- 
ciently grateful, that his kindness has 
brought us to a part of the world, to 
which we have long directed our atten- 
tion. Here may we labor with cheer- 
fulness, fidelity, and success, till our 
work is done! 
Missionary Herald. 
+ @Qoa--- 
OBITUARY. 

In the number fer May, we promis- 
ed our readers a brief account of the 
sickness and death of Mr. Lewis Mer- 
RELL, the delay of which has been oc- 
casioned, by circumstances not inf our 
power to control. 

Mr. Merrell was among that number 
whose privilege it is to share the coun- 
sel and prayers of pious parents. Ear- 
ly was he dedicated to God and taught 
to regard religion as the ‘‘one thing 
needful.” It was not however, till he 
had passed the years of childhood, that 
he began to indulge a hope of having 
experienced its holy influence on his 
own heart. Indeed, there was no par- 
ticular time from which he could date 
the commencement of a gracious change; 
and this to him, as well as to others, was 
a circumstance that gave rise to many 
doubts and fears. The 2d of March, 
1815, he united with the church; and 
though always a decided friend to the 
cause, firm and ardent in his adherence 
to the truth, yet lived without much 
hope or consolation. 

In January last his health became so 
feeble as to confine him to the house, 
and in a few weeks to his room, Most 
of his hours were now spent in reflecting 
on past life. It was to him a matter 
of deep and sincere regret, that the 
had done so little for God, and often 
would he speak of it with apparent dis- 
tress. In his affliction, he saw the hand 
of God to be just and good; said i! “as 
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for, rather than be left to a state of cold 
indifference. ‘‘Should 1,” continues 
he, ‘‘be permitted to recover, { should 
not at all regret spending three 
months of pain and languishment, if by 
that means, I might be brought to re- 
pPentance and to a life of devotedness to 
God.” He often expressed a strong de- 
sire to enjoy more light and consolation, 
and to know more of his real character: 
to this end, and at his own request, was 
frequently remembered at the throne of 
grace, by his friends, both in public and 
private. Complaining that he could get 
«no distinct views of Christ as a Savior, 
he desired once more to see him set 
forth in the ordinance of the Lord’s sup- 
per. This desire was gratified. All 
present on that occasion can testify that 
the season was awfully solemn and in- 
teresting, and to Mr, M, it was unusual- 
ly sweet and precious. After this he 
saw more of Christ as an Advocate 
with the Father, and was enabled to ex- 
ercise more confidence in him as a Sav- 
10r. 

As the symptoms of his disease be- 
came more favorable, he was now advi- 
sed to turn his attention to the subject 
of recovery. With this advice, he re- 
juctantly complied, believing it to be im- 
possible, as he said, ‘‘to keep along two 
grand objects at once, that of trying to 
get well, and preparing to die;” yet 
he was willing to gratify his friends in 
what they thought to be duty. The ex- 
periment was made. Soon the symp- 
toms assumed again a more alarming as- 
pect than ever. Again he directed his 
attention more immediately to the sub- 
ject of preparation for another world, 
and regreted that it had been in any 
measure diverted, as, on examination, 
he now found that his course in religion, 
had thereby been retarded; his mind had 
become unstable, dark and comfortless. 
Nor did he obtain relief from this state, 
until he was directed one evening to bring 
his mind to bear ona single point—-say the 
all-sufficiency of the Redeemer—and not 
attempt to grasp at too much at once. 
That night, the Lord was pleased, in a 
most wonderful manner to manifest him- 
self to his soul. So rapturous were his 
views of the Divine character, that he 
seemed not only willing, but desirous to 
depart,that he might see more of God. In 
this happy condition, he was asked, if he 
had lost sight of all his former doubts, He 
replied to this effect, ‘I cannot say that 
my doubts are altogether removed, but 
I have no anxiety in regard to the fu- 
ture. Should I go to hell, it will suf- 
fice, if I get one more glympse of the 
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glory of God.” The next morning be 
was favored with a repetition of similar 
views, and, while feeling his soul go out 
| after God, he at the same time, enceay. 
| ored to exercise and scrutinize his feel. 
| ings more closely than before, and the 
| result was a full conviction, that they 
| were produced by the operations of the 
Divine Spirit on his heart, 

At another season, when he was leq 
to reflect particularly on the wonderfyj 
plan of salvation—the glory of the gos. 
pel, and the awful condition of those 
who reject it; with eyes suffused with 
tears, he exclaimed, ‘*O if you could 
see the situation of impenitent sinners 
as | see it”—seemingly conscious that 
language was inadequate to describe it,he 
proceeded no further. Shortly after, on 
presenting his sister with his bible, he 
says, ‘‘this isthe best pledge of my affec. 
tion that I can possibly make you, Ihave 


| found it a most precious treasure, con. 
| taining every thing that can console and 

comfort me in the view of death and e. 
ternity. It never appeared so precious 
} 
away in trifling conversation, which only 
| tends to chill to ice every vestige of spir- 


before.”? 


He proceeded, ‘‘It is astonish- 
ing to me how little Christians know of 
God und heaven, while here on earth, 
They might know more, were it not for 
that unbelief, that worldly spirit, those 
neglected duties, 1 wish to tell my 
young Christian companions, that it is 
no comfortable thing to spend three 
months of bitter repentance on a death 
bed, for time mispent, and duties neg- 


lected, Ohow much time have | idled 


itual life! 
On Tuesday following, he appeared, 
for a short time, to lose sight of Christ, 
and to let go his faith—was in great dis- 
tress—beg ged his friends to pray for him, 
as he was surely sinking. Accordingly 
they did, and to the honor of God, and 
the encouragement of his people, let it 
| here be recorded ‘‘that while they were 
| yet speaking,” on his behalf, they were 
| heard and answered. Afterward, he was 

asked by a friend if he felt assured that 

he was forgiven. He replied, ‘‘I feel 

an unusual sense of forgiveness. Chiist 
never appeared so precious before. Its 
| goed for me that I have been left to see 
my own weakness, seeing I feel more my 
| dependance on God and obligations to 
‘him, and never surely, had I such 2 
| sense of my own guilt and pollution.” 


‘During this conversation, he spoke of 


the Divinity of Christ, and seemed to 
{ think it impossible for him to save such 

a sinner as he was himself, if He wer 
‘not abselutely divine 
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gn Wednesday, alluding to the scene |) the same time, commanding voice, ac- 


shrough which he passed on the evening |} companied with accuracy, judgment and. 


pefore, he says to a friend, ‘‘how odious || taste, evinced his ability to lead, and 
gnd abominable is Sin. Surely Christians distinguished him as a genuine amateur 
forget that their bodies are the temple of || of sacred music, 
the living God; otherwise they would not About 7 o’clock’on Saturday evening, 
so readily suffer them to be defiled.” To |} his last conflict with death was again re- 
jnother he said, in reference to the same |] newed, and the struggle was a mighty 
ecene, "if ever you get faith, keep it.” ||} one. His bodily pains were excruciat- 
Being exercised with extreme pain, he || ing, and such as ought to leave on the 
exclaimed, ‘*patience, patience. O pray || minds of all, a strong sense of the awful 
for patience! It is my greatest fear that || nature of sin, as the procuring cause of 
my patience will not hold out. I hope | all the sufferings which guilty man is 
jam willing to wait the Lord’s time, yet, | doomed to sustain ‘But thanks be to 
1 do long to depart that I may see more || God who giveth us the victory through 
of the glories of the Godhead.” _ || our Lord Jesus Christ.” In the midst of 
On the subject of Sabbath Schools, in || agonies, the faltering tongue of our 
which he had been a Teacher, Director, |; dying friend, broke out in the language 
and Superintendent, he said, ‘‘I consid- || of triumph, ‘‘Praise ye the Lord”— 
er that institution to be one of vast impor- |} ‘‘Hallelujah.” Finding that his voice 
tance. ‘Tell the teachers from me, that | would not permit him to sing more, he 
whenever they turn their desires to God, || exclaimed, ‘‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
not to forget to pray for the children. || and forget not all his benefits.” Mani- 
| fear they are in the habit of consider- |! festing a wish to have his friends sing for 
ing their duty done, when they have | him, they accordingly did, concluding 
heard the usual lessons, and given the } with— 
usual instructions. They must be faith- 
ful. Ina very important sense, they are ; 
fathers and aiken in Israel. Their du- | ‘Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
, ae Praise him all creatures here bc low, 
ties and responsibilities are great, and |) puoi. hin shove, oheewenlp: ests 
soon they must stand before the judge- Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
ment seat, surrounded by their little 
classes, and there give up an account to 


God. But for their encouragement, let |! To which he added—‘‘Hallelujah.” Af- 
itbe said, ‘They shall reap in due time, || ter which he was only heard to articu- 
if they faint not.” Say to the children, | late; «*O the temple of the Lord, the 
that in me, they have lost a friend whose || temple of the Lord!”* A few minutes 
affection for them is very strong, and | before 2, on Sabbath morning, the 27th 
who does not forget them on a bed of } of April, he became perfectly at ease, 
pain and death.” He then called for a |! 9:,.d sweetly breathed his soul into the 
list of the teachers’ names, from which || bosom of his Redeemer. 
he selected a number, adding, ‘‘my love | Thus died this young man of piety 
for them is such, that I shall consider it || and promise. Asa son and a brother, 
aprivilege if they will consent to per- |‘ he was dutiful and affectionate. His 
form the last act of kindness, by bearing | mind, though not adorned with a classic 
my body to the grave.” } education, was well cultivated, some- 
After this he was repeatedly thought 1 what original, always lively and cheerful; 
to be in the agonies of death, and espe- and as acompanion, we need not say to 
cially soon Saturday morning, zbout7 0’- || those who knew him, he was uncommon- 
elock. He however, soon recovered, and || ly pleasant and agreeable. Asa Christ- 
to his friends collected around him he ex- || jan, he was humble, firm, and enlighten- 
claimed, ‘‘O, whatis it todie! ’Tisnoth- || ed, Seldom do we find a young person 
ing. To me, death has lost its sting.” more established in the faith. He loved 
twas proposed to sing the**Dying Chris- } the truth,and for a person not much given 
tan,” to which he replied, ‘‘I will try to || to the business of study and investiga- 
help, for my voice will be of no service to |! tion, was an able defender of it. In his 
me longer.” During the performance || death, his friends have sustained no com- 
of this piece, in which he joined so long || mon loss. —The community is bereaved 
ashis strength would permit, he appear- || of a valuable member, and the chureh 


ed unspeakably happy. | of our Lord Jesus of a real friend. 

He had for some time led the music in | 
the Presbyterian church, where his loss | * Probably alluding to a remark he had made dur- 
in that department of public worship is || ing the afternoon, respecting worshiping God on the 


: ‘row, in the upper temple, where, he said, 2 
deeply felt, and where his soft, and at , shall take my Bill of joy. a 
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Blest are the peaceful dead, who to the Lord 
Have lived, and in the Lord have died. ‘They from 
Their labors rest, and reap the rich reward 
Of alltheir toil. Their works of mercy 
Regist. r°¢ in Heav’n, now gain for them, 
Ti. Jesus’ name, an entrance to the skies. 
Tho’ they in bumble voice shall ask, “when saw 
We thee an hungred, or athirst, naked 

ene Or sick, and minister’d to thy wants?” 
Their Judge shall then, before assembled worlds, 
Accept the service th: y have done his brethren 
Here below, as done unto himself; and 

' Weicome them to join with him the joys 

Above the skies. 





For the Repository. 


‘A Fragment, written on hearing of the death of 
Mr. L—— M . 


Softly, music of the a 
Sound the requicm of the dead; 
Softiy breathe where M****** slumbers, 
Every unhallowed strain be fled. 





Peac«ful shade, ascend to glory, 
Ever freed from sin and death— 

All that’s vain and transitory, 
Leave thee here with us beneath. 


Fly from earth’s corroding pleasures— 
(Pleasures transient as an hour,) 

‘Upward where are lasting treasures, 
Waiting in luxuriant store. 


Long thy wasting corpse shall moulder, 
Long the green grass o’er thee wave 
Dark the night around thee gather, 
In the precincts of the grave. 


Haste thee, spirit, haste to heaven; 
Now thy glory just begins— 
Rise through darkest shades of even, 
Mount aloft on Angels’ wings. 
MELVIN. 


| <—000— 

Utica Missionary Depository. 
Received for A. B. C. F. M. from the &d 
May, to the 20th June, 1823. 

Augusta, avails of mis. field, by Mr. Ezra Mon- 


son, and family, $15 00 
Mr. Russel Knox, and others, 5 62 
By a friend of miss. 2 38 


Camden, from the Pres. so. a box of clothing, 
estimated at $28. 
Av. of miss. fields, cultivated by individuals, 
by the Rev. H. Smith, 
€axenovia, av. of a char. box kept by the 


16 50 


Rev. John Brown, 6 00 
Constantia, a donation for the Pal. mis. by Con- 
stantius, 3 00 
Clinton, Mr. Arial Works, profits for distribu- 
ting the Herald, 1 61 
Berkshire, Co.of Tioga, a box of clothing from 
the ladics, estimated at 42 25. 
Hanover Sov. Mon. Con. Coll. by Mr. Solomon 
Hedgecock, 18 59 


Holland Patent, 1st Pres. Soc. Mon. Con. Coll. 13 02 
Lenox,a bex of clothing, from ladies of the 2d 
Church in that town, by Mrs. Ruth Ag- 
ams, estimated at %14. 
Litchfield, Norwich Soc.Mon. Con. Coll. by Mr. 
. Wood, 
~Manlius, Mrs. Elizabeth Watson, a donation, 
New-Hartford, Mrs. Cynthia Risley, a dona- 
tion, 
Otisco, av. of a miss. field by 5 young men, to 
be devoted to the Sandwich Miss. by the 
Rev. Charles Johnson, 
Dense, Mon. Con. Coll, by the Rev. Mr. Brad- 
ty, 
From the juvenile knitting soc. by Miss Ann 
Bradley. Prest. 7 pr. stockings, 
i Paris, Miss Eliza Hitchcox, deceased, a dona- 
t tion b stowed for the Sandwich miss. a few 
days before her death, 1 
Pompey, by a fern. friendof miss. for the Pales- 
ne Russ. 


> w® 
8 8s 


ee 


1 00 


9 00 


— ang a 


ol 





Poetry:—Missionary Depository:— To Correspondents. 


Palmyra, a small bundle of clothing, by the 
widow Tiffany, 

Rodman, Jefferson Co. a box of clothing from 
the fem. miss. soe. estimated at &56 27, 

Sweden, Co. of Munroe, a box of clothing from 
the ladies soc. not estimated. 

Salina, by the fem. benev. so. for the Pal. miss, 
by the Rev. Hutchins Taylor, 10 

Sherburn, premiums obtained in Miss Emily 
Baker’s School, 

Trenton, Mr. Roderick Hopkins, a donation, 

Utica, 1st Pres. Soc. Mon. Con. Coll. 

Verona, scholars in Miss Sarah Woodbridge’s 
School, 4 straw hats, 

Whitesboro’, Fem. miss. so. by the Rev. John 
Frost, 

Westmoreland, young ladies benev. Soc. for a 
child to be supported in Mrs. Loomis’ fam- 
ily, Sandwich Lien, to be named Hetty 
Kells, 12-0 


aan Ww 
Ses 


94 93 


Amount of cash, 245 99 
ABIJAH ‘THOMAS, Agent, 


ee 


Received for A. B. C. F. M. from 20th 
June, tothe 21st July, inclusive, 


Augusta, Avails of a missionary field, cultivat- 
ed by individuals, $10 08 

Constantia, Mon. con. coll. to purchase a bible 
for the heathen, by the Rev. J. Molton, 

Lyons, From the Rev,, Benjamin Bradley, as ¢ 
thank offering for relief from pecuniary 
embarrassments, which bad for a long time 
prevented him from contributing as usual, 
to the aid of Foreign Missions, 

Phelps, from the For. Miss. so. 

Do. mon. con. coll. by the Rev. S. W. 
Brace, 

Mount Vernon, Mon. con. coll. by Esq. Pat- 
ten, 

Clinton, By a triend of missions, a cheese, for 
the Choctaw mission. 

Norway, from the Fem. Eyangel. Soc. 10,50; 
mon. con. coll, by Mr. Amos Brownson, 
7,00, 

Utica, Subseription fr. ladies in the Ist Utica 
Presbyterian soc. for ed. fem. chil. in India, 6 0 

Pompey,(West Hill,) by ladies of the Cohwn- 

jan so. a box of clothing, estimated at 


1% 


20 06 
17 0 


4 & 


12 0% 


17 & 


$25.61, 

Do. Cash, 1 50 
Clinton, By a friend, 10 0¢ 
Trenton, Mon. con. coll.; Garrett's neighbor- 

hood, by dea. Younglove, 1 % 
Utica, The brethren of the Utica Lodge, No. 

270, for the Palestine mission, by the Rer. 

S. C. Aikin 23 00 
Augusta, A coll, in the first society, 9 75 

Do. 3 4) 


Mon. con. coll. by Mr. Lebbeus Camp, 
Berkshire, (North Society) Collection by he 
congregation, 4 0% 
Do. Mon.con. coll. by the Rev. Mr. Burt, 31 
Florence, Mr. Smith Miller, a donation, ] 
New-Haven, Oswego Co. from the Doreas so. a 
box of clothing for Bethel, Choctaw na- 
tion, estimated at $56 50, 
A thanksgiving from a pilgrim, 
Paris, Dr. E. Judd, a donation, 
Madison, N. Y¥. By Rev. J. Miner, Willard 
Welton, Esq. av. of miss. field, two years, 
20; Arannah Gilmore, 2,62; Abisha Sim- 
mons, bequest, 5, 27 6 
Amount of cash, #194 9 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent: 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Neophutos, Edwill, Evangelist, an‘ 
several other pieces have been receive 
and are under consideration. We woul 
just remind our correspondents tha 
‘‘delay is not denial.” 


woe Ul lr ee 





